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September 2016 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

Held in September, 2016 

 

 The Board of Pondera County Commissioners met daily in informal session and 

in scheduled meetings on September 7, 14, and 28, 2016.  There was no regular weekly 

meeting on September 21 as all Commissioners were attending the Montana Association 

of Counties Annual Conference.  Unless indicated, all Commissioners were present.   

 

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE FLOOD PRONE AREA OF PONDERA CREEK-

ADOPTED – September 7, 2016 

PONDERA COUNTY 

RESOLUTION # 7 - 2016-17 

AMENDING THE FLOOD PRONE AREA OF PONDERA CREEK AS IT APPLIES 

TO THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS: A TRACT IN THE W1/2SE1/4, SECTION 18, 

T28N, R2W, P.M.M., PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

 

 WHEREAS, Pondera County is not covered by an official flood plain map issued 

by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); and 

WHEREAS, the designated flood prone area relied on by Pondera County is 

based on best available data; and 

WHEREAS, the current flood prone map was developed in 1974 with boundary 

lines based on the judgment of experienced local field technicians and information 

readily available to the Soil Conservation field offices; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Geological Topographical Survey Map of the Conrad 

Quadrangle published in 1967 shows the elevation lines of the bench at 3480’ of 

elevation which provides a reasonable benchmark for a flood prone area; and 

WHEREAS, documentation presented to Pondera County Commissioners, 

attached hereto and titled “Elevation Exhibit”, proves the established residential property 

is at or above 3480’ and can be excluded from the flood prone area.   

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Pondera County Board of 

Commissioners that the tract in the W1/2SE1/4, Section 18, T28N, R2W, P.M.M., 

Pondera County, Montana, more fully described as follows: 

Commencing at the south ¼ corner of Section 18; thence N.0°06’ W. 29.9 feet 

along the west line of the SE1/4 Section 18 to the POINT OF BEGINNING; 

thence N.0°06’ W. 2159.2 feet along the west line of the SE1/4 Section 18; thence 

S.89°33’ E. 505.0 feet; thence S 0°06’E. 2155.9’; thence N. 89°55’33” W. 505.0 

feet along the north right-of-way line of a county road known as the Sollid Road, 

to the point of beginning., according to Certificate of Survey #290972, filed with 

the Clerk and Recorder of Pondera County, Montana.  (Tax Parcel #229150) 

Having an elevation at or above the 3480’ elevation on the attached “Elevation Exhibit” 

is not located within the designated Flood Prone Area for Pondera County.   

 

  ADOPTED this 7th day of September, 2016 as moved by Commissioner Hoppes, 

seconded by Commissioner Kuka, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the Board.  Effective upon 

passage and approval.   

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

___/s/ Sandra J Broesder______________      _____/s/ Janice Hoppes______________ 

Sandra J. Broesder, Chair    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest: ___/s/ Kody L Farkell___________     ____/s/ Thomas A Kuka ______________ 

 Kody L. Farkell, Clerk and Recorder  Thomas A. Kuka, Member 
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RESOLUTION LIFTING BAN ON OPEN BURNING-ADOPTED – September 7, 2016 

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 

RESOLUTION #8 – 2016/17 

LIFTING BAN ON OPEN BURNING 

 

WHEREAS, Pondera County routinely issues burning permits for the open 

burning of yard debris, stubble, grass, weeds and other miscellaneous wood/lumber 

products which can result in large planned fires; and 

 

WHEREAS Pondera County issued a ban on all open burning effective August 3, 

2016 due to extremely dry weather conditions; and  

 

WHEREAS these conditions have lessened due to increased moisture and cooler 

temperatures in Pondera County.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Pondera County that: 

1. All open burning permits may be issued; 

2. Open burning is permitted in the county;  

3. Campfires are allowed. 

 

Adopted this 7th day of September, 2016, as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded 

by Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a full vote of the board.  Effective on 

passage and approval. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

___/s/ Sandra J Broesder______________      _____/s/ Janice Hoppes______________ 

Sandra J. Broesder, Chair    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest: ___/s/ Kody L Farkell___________     ____/s/ Thomas A Kuka ______________ 

 Kody L. Farkell, Clerk and Recorder  Thomas A. Kuka, Member 

 

DATE, TIME AND PLACE SET FOR PUBLIC HEARING OF PROPOSED OFFICE 

CLOSINGS ON THE DAY AFTER THANKSGIVING – September 7, 2016 
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Commissioner Hoppes moved to set Wednesday, September 28 at 10:00 a.m. in the 

County Commissioners office as the date, time and place for a public hearing on the 

proposal to close the county offices on the day after Thanksgiving.  Commissioner Kuka 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also present: Dale Seifert 

 

SCHOOL BUDGETS APPROVED – September 14, 2016 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the budgets for the Conrad Elementary, Conrad 

High School, Valier Elementary, Valier High School, Dupuyer Elementary, Heart Butte, 

and Miami Elementary school districts in Pondera County, as prepared by each School 

District’s clerk.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also present: Dale Seifert. 

Commissioner Broesder was absent. 

 

WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC) AMENDED TASK ORDER 

CONTRACT APPROVED – September 14, 2016 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the amended WIC Task Order Contract with the 

MT Department of Public Health and Human Services for October 1, 2015 – September 

30, 2016.  The amended amount of the contract was increased by $750 for a computer 

equipment purchase.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also present: Dale Seifert. 

Commissioner Broesder was absent. 

 

MONTANA TOBACCO USE PREVENTION PROGRAM SUBCONTRACT 

APPROVED – September 14, 2016 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the Montana Tobacco Use Prevention Program 

Subcontract with Teton County as Administrative Site for fiscal year 2016-17.  The 

County will receive $28,900 to provide use prevention of tobacco products.  

Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also present: Dale Seifert. 

Commissioner Broesder was absent. 

 

MONTANA CANCER & CHRONIC DISEASE SELF-MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

SUBCONTRACT APPROVED –September 14, 2016 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the Montana Cancer & Chronic Disease 

Management Program (formerly known as Breast & Cervical) Subcontract with Teton 

County as Administrative Site for fiscal year 2016-17.  The County will receive $9,000 to 

provide early stage cancer detection services and education.  Commissioner Hoppes 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also present: Dale Seifert. 

Commissioner Broesder was absent. 

 

AUGUST MINUTES APPROVED – September 14, 2016 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the August minutes of the Commission.  

Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried.   

Also present: Dale Seifert. 

Commissioner Broesder was absent. 

 

RESOLUTION AMENDING PONDERA COUNTY BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2015/16 CLOSING ADJUSTMENTS-ADOPTED – September 14, 2016 

The County Auditing firm instructed Commissioners to adopt the following Resolution, 

under fiscal year 2015-16, to account for a closing entry booking the new principal 

balance of motor grader leases.   

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 

RESOLUTION #41 – 2015/16 

AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS TO 

PONDERA COUNTY BUDGET 

 

WHEREAS the Montana Code Annotated, Section 7-6-4006(4), grants the Board 

of County Commissioners the power and authority to amend the budget during the fiscal 

year by conducting public hearings at regularly scheduled meetings; and 
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WHEREAS Pondera County Commissioners approved the appropriations budget 

for the Pondera County during its regular budget approval process and errors in revenues 

and expenditures budget have been identified; and 

 

WHEREAS an amendment is required to satisfy a fiscal year 2015/16 closing 

entry; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Pondera County that the budget be corrected as follows:   

 

Revenue  Description   Prior Amount  New Amount 

2110-381000  Proceeds from LTD –  $    0   $ 1,820,317 

    capital lease 

 

Expenditure  Description   Prior Amount    New Amount 

2110-302-490504-610 Debt service principal $85,302               $1,256,124 

2110-302-430201-940  Capital outlay-mach & equip $     0      $   649,495 

  

Adopted this 14th day of September, 2016 as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded by 

Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a 2-0 vote of the board.  Effective June 30, 2016 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

___Absent__________________________      _____/s/ Janice Hoppes______________ 

Sandra J. Broesder, Chair    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest: ___/s/ Kody L Farkell___________     ____/s/ Thomas A Kuka ______________ 

 Kody L. Farkell, Clerk and Recorder  Thomas A. Kuka, Member 

 

NO MEETING SEPTEMBER 21, 2016 AS ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE 

ATTENDING MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES ANNUAL 

CONVENTION. 

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING LEASE AT VALIER AIRPORT – September 28, 2016 

Jack Holden and Walter Waldner met with the commissioners regarding the lease at the 

Valier Airport, currently in the name of Kevin Forbes.  Waldner is interested in assuming 

the lease or entering into a lease upon expiration of the current lease.  The commissioners 

will take the matter under advisement. 

Also present: Dale Seifert 

 

MEETING WITH ENGINEER REGARDING COURTHOUSE HEATING AND 

VENTILATION SYSTEM – September 28, 2016 

Ray Dawes of Dawes Engineering met with the Commissioners and Ron Moon, Building 

Supervisor, to review drawing of potential upgrades to the Courthouse heating and 

ventilation system.   The commissioners will take the matter under advisement. 

Also present: Dale Seifert and Cynthia Johnson 

 

PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING CLOSING COUNTY OFFICES ON FRIDAY, 

NOVEMBER 25TH, 2016 – September 28, 2016 

Commissioner Broesder called the hearing to order at 11:20 a.m.   The purpose of the 

hearing was to gather public input regarding the closure of county offices on the day after 

Thanksgiving Day, November 25th, 2016.  No written comments were received and no 

members of the public were in attendance.   

The Commissioners discussed prior history of closure and that it was not an additional 

holiday for employees.   

Commissioner Hoppes moved to close the county offices on the day after Thanksgiving 

Day, November 25, 2016.  Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried.                                 

Also present: Dale Seifert 
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RESOLUTION DESIGNATING COUNTY OFFICE HOURS-HOLIDAY CLOSINGS-

ADOPTED – September 28, 2016 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

RESOLUTION #9 – 2016/17 

DESIGNATING COUNTY OFFICE HOURS – HOLIDAY CLOSINGS 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 7-4-102, MCA, grants the Board of County Commissioners 

the power and authority to set office hours of the County offices (by formal resolution 

after a public hearing and if consented to by any affected elected county officer); and 

 WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Pondera County Commissioners to provide its 

employees availability for a long week-end when certain holidays fall on a Tuesday or 

Thursday; and 

 WHEREAS a public hearing on this resolution was conducted on Wednesday, 

September 28, 2016 at 11:20 a.m. in the Pondera County Commissioners office.  Notice 

of the hearing was published in the Independent Observer and The Valierian for two 

consecutive weeks on September 14 and 21, 2016 and no elected county officer nor any 

members of the public objected to the proposed office hours;  

 WHEREAS, employees will need to use compensatory time accrued and/or 

vacation hours to receive pay for the hours normally worked.  Employees wishing to 

work during the affected hours and/or employees who do not have vacation and/or 

compensatory hours to apply to the benefit hours may work the hours. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Pondera County Board of 

Commissioners that the Pondera County offices will be closed: 

 

Friday, November 25, 2016 (day after Thanksgiving Day) 

 in addition to the Thanksgiving Day holiday on Thursday, November 24, 2016;  

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that employees will need to use compensatory 

time accrued and/or vacation hours to receive pay for the hours normally worked.  

Employees wishing to work during the affected hours and/or employees who do not have 

vacation and/or compensatory hours to apply to the benefit hours may work. 

 

Adopted this 28th day of September, 2016 as moved by Commissioner Hoppes, 

seconded by Commissioner Kuka, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the full board; 

Effective on passage and approval. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

___/s/ Sandra J Broesder______________      _____/s/ Janice Hoppes______________ 

Sandra J. Broesder, Chair    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest: ___/s/ Kody L Farkell___________     ____/s/ Thomas A Kuka ______________ 

 Kody L. Farkell, Clerk and Recorder  Thomas A. Kuka, Member 

 

TAX ABATEMENTS APPROVED – September 28, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve tax abatement/cancellation #1022-1023 

   NUMBER REASON CANCEL ADD PARCEL # 

1022 Livestock was estimated since 

no PPRF was returned; cattle 

had been moved out of county $102.50   1012500 

1023 Incorrect number of acres 

being assessed $977.22  40850 

Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried.   

Also present was Dale Seifert 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AUTHORIZED AGENT NAMED – September 28, 

2016 
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Commissioner Hoppes moved to appoint LeAnne Hermance as the County’s authorized 

agent to act for the County in all matters regarding the Emergency Management 

Preparedness Grant.   Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried.   

Also present: Dale Seifert 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PREPAREDNESS GRANT APPROVED – 

September 28, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the Emergency Management Preparedness 

Grant State and Local Agreement between the State of Montana Department of 

Emergency Services and Pondera County.  Under the terms of this Agreement, Pondera 

County will be reimbursed approximately one-half (1/2) of the operating expense of the 

County Disaster and Emergency Services department.  Commissioner Kuka seconded.  

Motion carried.   

Also present was Dale Seifert 

 

PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION SERVICE AGREEMENT APPROVED  - September 

28, 2016 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the BOLDplanning Professional Service 

Agreement required under the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant plan which was previously 

approved by the Commission.   Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried.   

Also present: Dale Seifert 

 

SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS ADOPTED – September 28, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to authorize adopt the updated Pondera County 

Subdivision Regulations which are in compliance with State of Montana statutes and 

were prepared by Stahly Engineering.  Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also present: Dale Seifert 

 

CERTIFIED MILLS APPROVED – September 28, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved and Commissioner Kuka seconded to approve the 

Certified Mills for tax year 2016.  Motion carried. 

Also present: Dale Seifert 

 

PORT AUTHORITY REPORT – September 28, 2016 

Cynthia Johnson, Executive Director of Pondera Regional Port Authority, was in 

attendance to present the monthly report of activities.   
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CLAIMS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT – September 30, 2016 

FUND     

GENERAL 
 34,937.27 

ROAD 
 3,584.88 

BRIDGE 
 8,431.87 

WEED 
 1,464.57 

AIRPORT 
 418.36 

AMBULANCE 
 119.56 

EXTENSION SERVICE 
 5,954.71 

PUBLIC SAFETY (LAW 

ENFORCEMENT)  8,669.46 

HEALTH INSURANCE - EMPLOYER 

CONTRIBUTION  672.50 

BRADY LIGHTS MAINTENANCE 
 344.87 

911 EMERGENCY 
 5,854.89 

ALCOHOL REHABILITATION 
 3,480.00 

LAND USE PLANNING 
 4,112.75 

STATE ALLOCATED FEDERAL 

MINERAL  8,000.00 

NOXIOUS WEED GRANT 
 937.50 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GRANT 
 561.51 

BREAST & CERVICAL SCREENING 
 90.82 

WIC GRANT 
 3,226.79 

MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH 
 1,415.60 

IMMUNIZATION ACTION PROGRAM 
 80.36 

TOBACCO USE PREVENTION GRANT 
 396.73 

NAPA GRANT 
 20.82 

HEALTH  CARE FOUNDATION GRANT 
 98.98 

JUNK VEHICLE GRANT 
 50.17 

GENERAL FUND CAPITAL IMPROV 
 24,485.00 

ROAD/BRIDGE EQUIP PURCHASE 
 24,779.36 

PUBLIC SAFETY CAP IMPROV 
 4904.14 

REFUND FUND 
 42.50 

    

TOTAL CLAIMS $ 147,135.97 

TOTAL PAYROLL  260,846.88 

TOTAL CLAIMS AND PAYROLL FUNDS  407,982.85 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. on September 30, 2016. Pondera County, 

Montana. 

 

 

__________________________   

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman     

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________   

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder    


