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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

Held in May, 2016 

 

 The Board of Pondera County Commissioners met daily in informal session and 

in scheduled meetings on May 4, 11, 18, and 25, 2016.  Unless indicated, all 

Commissioners were present.   

 

HAYING AGREEMENT APPROVED – May 4, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the Haying Agreement with Bruner’s for the 

Price Road South and Midway Road.  Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried.   

Also attending: Dale Seifert & Zane Drishinski.  

 

RESOLUTION CANCELLING DELINQUENT PROPERTY TAXES ON MOBILE 

HOMES – May 4, 2016 

 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

RESOLUTION #35 – 2015/16 

CANCELLING DELINQUENT PROPOERTY TAXES ON MOBILE HOMES 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 15-24-212(1), MCA, states that “the board of county 

commissioners may order the cancellation of delinquent property taxes on a mobile home 

… if the mobile home … is to be moved for the purposes of destruction or recycling.” ; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the mobile homes previously situated on the below-described real 

property located in the Arrow Addition of the City of Conrad have been destroyed; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 15-24-212(2), requires the following information be 

included in the cancellation order: 

Taxpayer Name  delinquent tax, Date Taxpayer 

and Address physical address of mobile home int & penalties Delinquent ID 

Habets, Jessica Lot 1, Block 21, Conrad Jones Third    

309 S Minnesota St, Trlr 11 Addition to City of Conrad 
            
1,679.11  15-Sept-09 2009900 

Conrad, MT 59425         

 

WHEREAS,  Section 15-24-212(3), MCA, also directs that one copy of this order 

be recorded with the county clerk and recorder as a public record, and one copy of the 

order must be filed with the county treasurer as a permanent record of the treasurer’s 

office. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the Board of 

County Commissioners of Pondera County that the delinquent taxes, penalty and interest 

accrued against the mobile homes which have been destroyed or recycled be cancelled; 

and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED, that the clerk and recorder 

record this Resolution in the public records of Pondera County and that the treasurer file 

a copy of this Resolution as a permanent record in the treasurer’s office.   

 

Adopted this 4th day of May, 2016, as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded 

by Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the board.  Effective upon 

passage and approval. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana  

 

___/s/ Sandra J Broesder_________   ___/s/ Janice Hoppes__________ 

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:__/s/ Kody L Farkell________   __/s/ Thomas A Kuka__________ 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

REQUEST APPROVED FOR USE OF COUNTY’S FAA ALLOCATION- May 4, 2016 

Pondera County receives an allocation from the federal aviation administration that can 

be used for capital improvements on the Conrad Airport.  Pondera County is not currently 
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scheduled for improvements and has banked its funds until such time as they are needed.  

The Conrad Airport will lose access to its FAA funds if not used or transferred to another 

airport.  In March 2016 Pondera County loaned Park County/City of Livingston $150,000 

worth of non-primary entitlements to the Livingston Airport.   

With $31,862 still slated to be turned back to the FAA if not used, Commissioner Kuka 

moved to gift the remaining $31,862of the County’s non-primary entitlements to the City 

of Livingston and Park County. Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also attending: Dale Seifert & Zane Drishinski. 

 

TERMINATION OF COMMUNITY SERVICE COORDINATOR AGREEMENT – 

May 4, 2016 

Due to the low numbers of individuals in the program, Commissioner Kuka moved and 

Commissioner Hoppes seconded to terminate the County Community Service 

Coordinator Agreement with Monica Huffman.  Motion carried 

 The contract will terminate on June 30, 2016.     

Also attending: Dale Seifert & Zane Drishinski. 

 

DISCUSSION REGRARDING RESTROOMS AT DUPUYER PARK – May 4, 2016 

County Sanitarian Corrine Rose discussed possible options repair or replacement of 

restrooms at the Dupuyer Park.  The current restrooms are not above flood level and 

continue to fill with rock and sediment, making them unusable.   

One option is to build new restrooms in a sealed vault, with the lowest level at least 2’ 

above the flood level.  The second option is to implode the existing structure and rent 

porta-potties during the summer months.   

Until a decision is made, porta-potties have been moved in and Commissioner Kuka will 

padlock the existing restrooms shut.  Commissioner Hoppes will look into grant funding. 

 

PORT AUTHORITY REPORT – May 11, 2016 

Cynthia Johnson, Executive Director of the Pondera Regional Port Authority, reported on 

activities of the Pondera County Regional Port Authority.  The Neighborhood 

Stabilization Program has $77,000 remaining in the 2nd Tier funds that can be dedicated 

to a new (remodel) of a home to be available to lower income buyers.  This will probably 

be the final home in the funding.  The Port Authority assisted the Branding Iron on its 

addition and is working with an established business for financial assistance for 

expansion.  The H-Building located east of Conrad is back on the market.  The Port 

Authority has had two new inquiries about business development.   The TSEP and DNRC 

grant applications have been submitted for the City of Conrad water treatment plant.  

Partnering for funding opportunities for the County Airport at Conrad has been 

discussion as well as the potential to “build to suit” for the County Airport at Valier for 

float plane fueling and maintenance.  Director Johnson recently attended the Montana 

Economic Developers Conference in Butte and sat in on several very good presentations 

regarding workforce development and focusing on local assets.  The Port Authority 

continues with business coaching and assistance with several local businesses.  The Port 

Authority is working on grants with the Conrad Swim Team to fund boiler upgrades at 

the Conrad City Pool and to purchase an Aquabot for the pool to provide nightly cleaning 

of the bottom and sides of the pool. 

The Port Authority plans to submit a grant application for the combined governments of 

the City of Conrad, Town of Valier and Pondera County to fund updates to the Growth 

Plans of each.  

Also attending: Zane Drishinski. 

 

RENEWAL OF COUNTY HEALTH INSURANCE POLICY  - May 11, 2016 

Upon a recommendation from the County’s insurance committee, Commissioner Hoppes 

moved to renew the County health insurance coverage with Joint Powers Trust, 

administered by EBMS of Billings.  Leavitt Agency is the local agent for the group.  

Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried.    

Also attending: Zane Drishinski. 

 

CENTURYLINK PRODUCTS AND SERVICES AGREEMENT APPROVED – May 

11, 2016 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the Products and Services Agreement with 

CenturyLink Sales Solutions for 911 services.  The Agreement is for 5 years at the rate of 

$646.92 per month.  The cost under the new agreement is approximately $200 less per 
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month than currently being paid.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried.   

Also attending: Zane Drishinski. 

 

HAYING AGREEMENT APPROVED – May 11, 2016 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the Haying Agreement with Mike Moore for the 

north and south sides of Old Shelby Road from Weisgrams North to Bench Road.  

Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried.   

Also attending: Zane Drishinski.  

 

CTEP REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST - APPROVED – May 18, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the reimbursement request to the Montana 

Department of Transportation Community Transportation Enhancement Program (CTEP) 

in the amount of $10,000.  The CTEP funding was used for the Conrad Depot Society 

Transportation Museum at the former Burlington Northern Depot in Conrad.    

Commissioner Broesder seconded.  Motion carried.    

Commissioner Kuka absent on county business. 

Also attending was Zane Drishinski and Dale Seifert. 

 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL TRANSFER FOR PONDERA MEDICAL CENTER 

APPROVED –  May 18, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the State of Montana Intergovernmental 

Agreement for the Transfer of Monies to the State, Fiscal Year 2016.   Under this 

agreement, Pondera Medical Center will receive a lump sum payment of Medicaid 

monies for “at risk” county affiliated nursing facilities in the amount of $624,929.89 from 

the Montana Department of Health and Human Services.  Prior to the PMC receiving the 

payment, the county agrees to pay the matching funds amount of $457,532.35.   Pondera 

Medical Center provides the matching money to the county which, in turn, will provide 

the State of Montana with a county warrant the amount of the matching funds.  

Commissioner Broesder seconded.  Motion carried.   

Commissioner Kuka absent on county business. 

Also attending was Zane Drishinski and Dale Seifert. 

 

DATE, PLACE AND TIME SET FOR COUNTY COMPENSATION BOARD 

HEARING – May 18, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to set Thursday, June 16, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Commissioners’ office as the date, place and time for the County Compensation Board 

Hearing.  Commissioner Broesder seconded. Motion carried.    

Commissioner Kuka absent on county business. 

Also attending was Zane Drishinski and Dale Seifer. 

 

PARTICIPATING AGREEMENT WITH USDA, FOREST SERVICE – APPROVED – 

May 18, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the Master Participating Agreement among the 

ten counties having Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest land within their boundaries 

and the U.S. Forest Service for coordination of inventory, treatment and monitoring of 

noxious weeds across the Helena-Lewis and Clark National Forest.  Commissioner 

Broesder seconded.  Motion carried.    

Commissioner Kuka absent on county business. 

Also attending was Zane Drishinski and Dale Seifert. 

 

MEETING WITH PONDERA COUNTY CANAL & RESERVOIR COMPANY 

BOARD (PCCRC) MEMBERS  - May 25, 2016 

PCCRC board member Bob Sill addressed the Commission about unauthorized water 

users diverting PCCRC water for personal use.  The board asked for Pondera County 

Sheriff assistance if it came to the point of approaching and/or charging unauthorized 

users.  Sheriff Suta responded that they would provide assistance. 

County Attorney Mary Ann Ries explained that in order to charge someone there would 

need to be evidence of who committed the crime.  She also explained that, if an 

individual can be identified, small claims court is a route the Company can look at for 

reimbursement.   

PCCR manager Vern Stokes explained that when shareholders require water they contact 

the office or their ditch rider.  They must make contact again to have the water turned off. 
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The ditch riders have the authority to turn off the water early if a shareholder is taking 

more than they are allowed. 

Mr. Stokes asked Sheriff Suta if the Sheriff’s office would go with a ditch rider to 

confront an unauthorized user or shareholder taking more water than allotted.  Sheriff 

Suta agreed to assist in those situations. 

Also attending: Sheriff Carl Suta, Undersheriff Jeff Pruttis, Clay Habel, County Attorney 

Mary Ann Ries, PCCRC Manager Vern Stokes, PCCRC board members Jerry Johns, Bob 

Sill, Gerald Miller, & Cory Crawford, and Dale Seifert. 

 

DISCUSSION ON AGRICULTURAL EXEMPTION – May 25, 2016 

Clay Habel presented documents he would like to record for splitting and placing an 

agricultural exemption on land within the County.  Clerk & Recorder Kody Farkell will 

pass the documents on to the County Planner for review and the issue will be addressed at 

next week’s meeting. 

Also attending: Sheriff Carl Suta, Undersheriff Jeff Pruttis, Dale Seifert. 

 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH DRUG TASK FORCE-APPROVED 

– May 25, 2016 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the City 

of Great Falls drug task force for the Sheriff Department.  Commissioner seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Also attending: Sheriff Carl Suta, Undersheriff Jeff Pruttis, Dale Seifert. 

 

PURCHASE OF ON-DUTY GUNS FOR SHERIFF DEPARTMENT-APPROVED – 

May 25, 2016 

Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Hoppes seconded to purchase 10 on-duty 

guns from ProForce Law Enforcement in the amount of $496.60 each.  The purchase will 

be paid out of the Drug Forfeiture fund.  Motion carried. 

Also attending: Sheriff Carl Suta, Undersheriff Jeff Pruttis, Dale Seifert. 

 

CHIEF DEPUTY JOB DESCRIPTION APPROVED – May 25, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the job description for the Chief Deputy in the 

Sheriff Department.  Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried.   

Also attending: Sheriff Carl Suta, Undersheriff Jeff Pruttis, Dale Seifert. 

 

RENEWAL CONTRACT WITH BERN & PUGH FOR SECTION 125 ACCOUNT-

APPROVED – May 25, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved and Commissioner Kuka seconded to renew a contract 

with Bern & Pugh to administer the county’s Section 125 account.  Motion carried. 

Also attending: Sheriff Carl Suta, Undersheriff Jeff Pruttis, Dale Seifert. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TASK ORDER 

FOR MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM (MCH) 

APPROVED – May 25, 2016 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve Task Order 17-07-5-01-037-0 to the 

Master Contract for the Maternal and Child Health Block Grant Program Grant (MCH). 

The County will receive $6,587 for federal fiscal year 2016-17.  Commissioner Kuka 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also attending: Dale Seifert. 

 

RESOLUTION RESCINDING RESOLUTION #1-2014/15 AND ADOPTING 

STANDARDS FOR PONDERA COUNTY ROADS-ADOPTED – May 25, 2016 

 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

RESOLUTION #36 – 2015/16 

RESCINDING RESOLUTION #1 – 2014/15 AND ADOPTING STANDARDS FOR 

PONDERA COUNTY ROADS 

 WHEREAS, the Pondera County Board of Commissioners adopted standards for 

new county road construction and/or total reconstruction of county roads on August 14, 

2014 via Resolution #1 – 2014/15; and 

 WHEREAS, the exhibits referred to in Resolution #1 – 2014/15 were incorrect; 

and 
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 WHEREAS, the Pondera County Board of Commissioners desires to correct the 

inadvertent error. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Pondera County Board of 

Commissioners hereby rescinds Resolution #1 – 2014-15; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Pondera County Board of Commissioners 

that the exhibits attached hereto and made a part of this Resolution are the Pondera 

County Minimum Road Standards adopted as standards for new county road construction 

and/or total reconstruction of existing county roads, effective as of August 14, 2014, the 

date of Resolution #1 – 2014/15; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Pondera County Board of Commissioners 

that these standards are intended for new construction and/or total reconstruction and do 

not apply to maintenance and/or improvement of pre-existing roads.   

 ADOPTED this 25th day of May, 2016 as moved by Commissioner Kuka, 

seconded by Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the Board.  Effective as 

of August 14, 2014, the date of Resolution #1 – 2014/15.   

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana  

 

___/s/ Sandra J Broesder_________   ___/s/ Janice Hoppes__________ 

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:__/s/ Kody L Farkell________   __/s/ Thomas A Kuka__________ 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 
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PURCHASE OF VEHICLE FOR COUNTY SANITARIAN DEPARTMENT (JUNK 

VEHICLE PROGRAM) APPROVED – March 16, 2016                                      

Requests for proposals were solicited for the purchase of one SUV for the County 

Sanitarian Department (Junk Vehicle Department).  Proposals received (all with trade-in 

of 2003 Chevy Trailblazer) were: 

Courtesy Ford  2011 Ford Explorer Limited – 53,057 miles  $21,898 

   2015 Chevy Equinox LS – 24,272 miles  $17,449 

  

Van Motors  2015 Chevy Equinox LT – 30,000 miles        $19,570 

   2013 Chevy Equinox LT – 52,000 miles  $16,730 

   2011 GMC Acadia SLT – 62,000 miles  $20,130 

 

Taking into account price, year, and mileage, Commissioner Kuka moved to purchase a 

2015 Chevy Equinox LS from Courtesy Ford for $17,449 to be paid for from the Junk 

Vehicle Program capital improvement fund.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion 

carried.   

Also attending: Dale Seifert. 

 

SCOPE OF WORK FOR EAST LAKE BRIDGE REPAIRS-ACCEPTED – May 25, 

2016 

Commissioner Kuka moved to accept the scope of work submitted by Stahly Engineering 

for determining temporary repair measures for the East Lake Bridge in the amount of 

$2,000.  The scope of work includes a site visit and summary report outlining bridge 

repair options and cost estimates.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also attending: Dale Seifert. 

 

CONRAD AIRPORT H-MARKER DECOMMISSIONING-APPROVED – May 25, 

2016 
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Commissioner Hoppes moved to request the Montana Department of Aeronautics to 

decommission the obsolete H-Marker beacon at the Conrad Airport.  Commissioner Kuka 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also attending: Dale Seifert. 

 

CLAIMS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT – May 31, 2016 

 

FUND   AMOUNT 

GENERAL 
$ 28,264.75 

ROAD 
 13,306.62 

BRIDGE 
 1,514.41 

WEED 
 1,106.31 

AIRPORT 
 1,178.63 

AMBULANCE 
 310.53 

COUNTY HOSPITAL & NURSING HOME 
 457,532.35 

EXTENSION SERVICE 
 5,133.17 

COUNTY FAIR 
 54.00 

PUBLIC SAFETY (LAW 

ENFORCEMENT)  21,001.77 

HEALTH INSURANCE - EMPLOYER 

CONTRIBUTION  599.86 

BRADY LIGHTS MAINTENANCE 
 346.59 

911 EMERGENCY 
 1,680.65 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GRANT 
 415.26 

BREAST & CERVICAL SCREENING 
 236.01 

WIC GRANT 
 164.34 

MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH 
 567.58 

IMMUNIZATION ACTION PROGRAM 
 175.01 

TOBACCO USE PREVENTION GRANT 
 483.24 

NAPA GRANT 
 53.54 

HEALTH  CARE FOUNDATION GRANT 
 95.46 

PUBLIC SAFETY CAP IMPROV 
 38,469.00 

REFUND FUND 
 5,183.97 

    

TOTAL CLAIMS $ 577,873.05 

TOTAL PAYROLL  240,448.22 

TOTAL CLAIMS AND PAYROLL FUNDS  818,321.27 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. on May 31, 2016. Pondera County, Montana. 

 

__________________________   

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman     

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________   

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder    


