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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

Held in March, 2016 

 

 The Board of Pondera County Commissioners met daily in informal session and 

in scheduled meetings on March 2, 9, 16, and 23, 2016.  Unless indicated, all 

Commissioners were present.   

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PREPAREDNESS GRANT APPLICATION-

APPROVED - March 2, 2016        

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the Application for the Emergency 

Management Preparedness Grant with the State of Montana.  The Grant provides funding 

for one-half the cost of the Disaster and Emergency Services Department in the 

County.  The total project cost for fiscal year 2016-17 is $66,894.  Commissioner Kuka 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Commissioner Broesder was absent. 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS TO PONDERA COUNTY 

BUDGET-ADOPTED – March 9, 2016 

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 

RESOLUTION #24 – 2015/16 

AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS TO 

PONDERA COUNTY BUDGET 

 

WHEREAS the Montana Code Annotated, Section 7-6-4006(4), grants the Board 

of County Commissioners the power and authority to amend the budget during the fiscal 

year by conducting public hearings at regularly scheduled meetings; and 

 

WHEREAS Pondera County Commissioners approved the appropriations budget 

for the Pondera County during its regular budget approval process and errors in revenues 

and expenditures budget have been identified; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Pondera County that the budget be corrected as follows:   

Revenue   Description   Prior Amount New Amount 

2140-343367   Weed Seed Free Forage $    200 $     265 

2110-362002   Sale of Surplus Inventory $        0 $  8,075 

4009-362005   Insurance Claim Payment $        0 $23,220 

2860-383000   Interfund Transfer  $         0 $     439 

2800-335005   Apportionment  $11,000 $12,000 

2260-331047   State/Federal Reimb  $         0 $     700 

 

Expenditure   Description   Prior Amount New Amount 

1000-448-440190-225 Health Supplies – Vaccines $56,000 $ 63,000 

1000-448-440190-219 Equipment < $5,000  $         0 $      600 

1000-448-440190-369 Maint & Repair Contracts $         0 $      250 

1000-448-440190-231 Gas, Oil, etc   $   1,000 $      500 

1000-448-440190-361 Motor vehicle repair/maint $   1,000 $      650 

2811-201-420101-210 Supplies & Materials  $ 14,790 $   5,69 

2811-201-420101-219 Equipment < $5,000  $          0 $   2,500 

2811-201-420101-370 Travel    $          0 $      600 

2811-201-420101-790 Other Grants, Contributions $          0 $   6,000 

2230-207-420730-220 Operating Supplies  $   5,500 $   1,500 

2230-207-420730-360 Maint & Repair Services $   3,000 $   7,000 

4013-302-430210-940 Machinery & Equipment $ 80,000 $ 77,000 

4013-302-430210-944 Vehicle/Equip Purchase $      000 $ 10,000 

4013-302-430233-233 Machinery & Equip Parts $         0 $   1,000 

4013-302-430233-452 Gravel & Sand  $46,000 $ 45,000 

2140-312-431101-541 Dept of Ag Fees  $     120 $      440 

2260-420-434020-210 Supplies & Materials  $  5,415 $   4,415 

2260-420-434020-790 Other Grants, Contributions $         0 $    1,000  

  

Adopted this 9th day of March, 2016 as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded by 
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Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the board.  Effective on passage and 

approval. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

 ___/s/ Sandra J Broesder_________   ___/s/ Janice Hoppes_______ 

Sandra J. Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:__Kody L Farkell_________   ___/s/ Thomas A Kuka_______ 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

RESOLUTION CORRECTING RESOLUTION #21-ADOPTED – March 9, 2016 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

RESOLUTION #25 – 2015/16 

CORRECTING RESOLUTION #21 - COMBINING BUMT SPECIAL REVENUE 

FUND INTO COUNTY GENERAL FUND AND AMENDING BUDGET 

 

 WHEREAS certain expenditures of the Buckle Up Montana Grant Fund have 

been completed and the grant contract was not renewed; and 

 

 WHEREAS the remaining funds were collected from donations to the county for 

the purchase of car seats for those unable to purchase them, the funds will be moved into 

the County General Fund and the expenditures remaining be funded through revenues 

available in the General Fund, County Nurse Department, and  

 

 WHEREAS the Board of County Commissioners has determined that it is in the 

best interests of the County and its citizens that combining the Buckle Up Montana Fund 

into the General Fund will result in the expenditures and revenues of Buckle Up Fund 

being adequately addressed in the General Fund, County Nurse Department and the 

appropriate expenditures can be made through the General Fund. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Pondera County Board of 

Commissioners that, effective January 20, 2016, the Buckle Up Montana Fund will be 

combined into the General Fund, County Nurse Department. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Pondera County that the budget for Fund 2955 BUMT Grant, be 

amended to show the receipt and expenditures, as follows: 

     DEBIT  CREDIT 

2955-403-521000-820  2811.16 

1000-        365009     2811.16 

2955- 101000     2811.16 

1000- 101000   2811.16 

     

PRIOR AMOUNT  NEW AMOUNT 

1000-448-440197-219 $0    $2811.16 

2955-403-521000-219 $0    $2811.16 

 

Adopted this 9th day of March, 2016 as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded 

by Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the board.  Effective on 

passage and approval. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

 ___/s/ Sandra J Broesder_________   ___/s/ Janice Hoppes_______ 

Sandra J. Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:__Kody L Farkell_________   ___/s/ Thomas A Kuka_______ 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 



COMMISSIONERS’ MINUTES   PAGE 739 

March 2016 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARING PROPERTY SURPLUS AND SETTING SALE-

ADOPTED – March 9, 2016 

PONDERA COUNTY 

RESOLUTION #26 – 2015/16 

DECLARING PROPERTY SURPLUS AND SETTING SALE 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 7-8-2211, MCA, Authorization to sell and 

exchange county property, the Board of Pondera County Commissioners declares the 

following personal property belonging to the County as surplus property which is not 

necessary to the conduct of county business or the preservation of its property: 

 

Eight (8) 150 gallon fuel tanks   Minimum market value: $50 each 

 

 WHEREAS, the Commissioners have determined it is in the best interests of the 

County to sell the item at public sale by sealed bid, said bids to be opened on Wednesday, 

April 6, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at the Commissioners’ Office, Pondera County Courthouse, 

20 Fourth Ave SW, Conrad, Montana; and  

  

WHEREAS, Section 7-8-2217(2), MCA, requires that if the property is sold at 

public sale, notice must be given as 7-1-2121, MCA, i.e., published twice, with at least 6 

days separating each publication. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County 

Commissioners: 

1) hereby declares the property listed above as surplus property which is not 

necessary to the conduct of county business or the preservation of its property, 

2) sets the date for the sale, by sealed bid, opened on Wednesday, April 6, 2016 at 

10:00 a.m. at the Commissioners’ Office, Pondera County Courthouse, 20 Fourth 

Ave SW, Conrad, Montana; and 

3) directs that the County Clerk shall comply with the notice requirements of Section 

7-1-2121, MCA, by publishing notice of sale in The Independent-Observer and 

The Valierian two times, with at least 6 days separating each publication i.e., 

March 16 and March 23, 2016 

 

ADOPTED this 9th day of March, 2016, as moved by Commissioner Kuka, 

seconded by Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the board.   

Effective on passage and approval 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

 ___/s/ Sandra J Broesder_________   ___/s/ Janice Hoppes_______ 

Sandra J. Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:__Kody L Farkell_________   ___/s/ Thomas A Kuka_______ 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

DATE, TIME AND PLACE SET FOR FIRST HEARING ON PARTICIPATION IN 

GRANTS – April 9, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to set April 6, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. in the Courtroom of the 

Pondera County Courthouse for the First Hearing on Participation in Community 

Development Block Grants.  This cooperative hearing is required in order for the Port 

Authority, Pondera County and Conrad and Valier to qualify for grants. Commissioner 

Kuka seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT FOR THE TRANSFER OF MONIES TO 

THE STATE – NURSING HOME IGT AGREEMENT – APPROVED – March 9, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement for the 

transfer of Monies to the State as match money for the Medicaid monies for “at risk” 

county affiliated nursing facilities.  Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried.  
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TAX ABATEMENTS APPROVED – March 16, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve tax abatement/cancellation #1006-1010 

  

  NUMBER REASON CANCEL ADD PARCEL # 

1006 DOR settlement agreement 17,266.03   657400 

1007 DOR settlement agreement 19,172.33  652600 

1008 DOR settlement agreement 14,410.83  655800 

1009 DOR settlement agreement 17,030.38  655810 

1010 DOR settlement agreement 6,578.16  654800 

 Commissioner Broesder seconded.  Motion carried.  Commissioner Kuka was absent. 

Also attending: Dale Seifert. 

 

ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT APPROVED – March 16, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the Encroachment Agreement requested by 3 

Rivers Telephone Cooperative for cable placement for telephone service by boring under 

road at 1433 Frances Heights Road.  Commissioner Broesder seconded.  Motion carried.    

Commissioner Kuka was absent. 

Also attending: Dale Seifert. 

 

ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT APPROVED – March 16, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the Encroachment Agreement requested by 

Ken Wheeler Jr for installation of a culvert for irrigation at Rock City Road and 

Beaverhead Road.  Commissioner Broesder seconded.  Motion carried.  Commissioner 

Kuka was absent. 

Also attending: Dale Seifert. 

 

ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT APPROVED – March 16, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the Encroachment Agreement requested by 

Rod Christiaens for installation of a culvert for irrigation at 504 Swanson Road.  

Commissioner Broesder seconded.  Motion carried.  Commissioner Kuka was absent. 

Also attending: Dale Seifert. 

PURCHASE OF TWO VEHICLES FOR SHERIFF DEPARTMENT APPROVED – 

March 16, 2016                                         

Requests for proposals were solicited for the purchase of one pickup and one SUV for the 

Sheriff Department.  Proposals received were: 

Pickup:                                                                                                                        

Courtesy Ford  2015 Ford F-150  $36,850                                                            

Van Motors  2016 Chevy Silverado  $33,830                                          

Commissioner Hoppes moved to purchase a 2016 Chevy Silverado from Van Motors.  

Commissioner Broesder seconded.  Motion carried.   

SUV: 

Courtesy Ford  2016 Ford Inceptor  $28,847 

(Ford Explorer w/police package)    

Van Motors  2016 Chevy Tahoe       $41,635 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to purchase a 2016 Ford Interceptor from Courtesy Ford.  

Commissioner Broesder seconded.  Motion carried.  Commissioner Kuka was absent. 

Also attending: Dale Seifert. 

 

WEED SPRAYER JOB DESCRIPTION APPROVED – March 16, 2016 

Commissioner Hoppes moved and Commissioner Broesder seconded too approve the job 

description for weed sprayers for the 2016 season. Motion carried.  Commissioner Kuka 

was absent. 

Also attending: Dale Seifert. 

 

BID OPENING FOR FENCE REMOVAL AT VALIER AIRPORT – March 23, 2016 

Bids were opened for the removal and disposal of a barbed wire fence at the Valier 

airport. 

 Kuka Ranch   $3,511.20 

 Moucha Fencing, Inc.  $4,752.00 
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 Iron Horse Fencing  $2,244.00 

 Stokes Fencing  $2,930.40 

 Pondera Colony  $2,600.00 

 JT Welding & Construction $2,200.00 

 

Commissioner Kuka moved to accept the bid for fence removal from JT Welding and 

Construction for $2,200.00.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried.   

Also attending: County Attorney Mary Ann Ries & Zane Drishinski 

 

BID OPENING FOR SALE OF WRECKED 2013 FORD EXPLORER – March 23, 2016 

Bids were opened for sale of a wrecked 2013 Ford Explorer owned by the Sheriff 

Department. 

 JARR, LLC   $1,150.00 

 Ralph Ward & Sons  $1,088.00 

Commissioner Kuka moved to award the bid to JARR, LLC for $1,150.00.  

Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried.   

Also attending: County Attorney Mary Ann Ries & Zane Drishinski 

 

 REQUEST APPROVED FOR USE OF COUNTY’S FAA ALLOCATION- March 23, 

2016 

Pondera County receives an allocation from the federal aviation administration that can 

be used for capital improvements on the Conrad Airport.  Pondera County is not currently 

scheduled for improvements and has banked its funds until such time as they are needed.  

The Conrad Airport will lose access to its FAA funds if not used or transferred 

temporarily to another airport.  The City of Livingston and Park County have requested 

$150,000 worth of non-primary entitlements to the Livingston Airport, to be paid back in 

a timely manner prior to the need of Pondera County.    

Commissioner Kuka moved to loan $150,000 of the County’s non-primary entitlements 

to the City of Livingston and Park County, to be paid back for use by Pondera County 

when its capital improvement opportunities arise.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  

Motion carried. 

Also attending: County Attorney Mary Ann Ries & Zane Drishinski 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARING PROPERTY SURPLUS AND DISPOSAL – March 23, 

2016 

PONDERA COUNTY 

RESOLUTION #27 – 2014/15 

DECLARING PROPERTY SURPLUS AND DISPOSAL 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 7-8-2211, MCA, Authorization to sell and 

exchange county property, the Board of Pondera County Commissioners declares the 

following personal property belonging to the County as surplus property which is not 

necessary to the conduct of county business or the preservation of its property: 

 

Five (5) Automarks (non-working)    Zero Dollar Value 

and 

 WHEREAS, the Commissioners have determined, pursuant to Section 7-8-2217, 

MCA, Procedure or sale of property of lesser value, it is in the best interests of the 

County to dispose of the above-listed surplus property. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners: 

4) hereby declares the property listed above as surplus property which is not 

necessary to the conduct of county business or the preservation of its property, 

5) agrees to dispose of metal desk 

 

 ADOPTED this 23rd day of March, 2016, as moved by Commissioner Kuka, 

seconded by Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the board.   Effective on 

passage and approval. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

 ___/s/ Sandra J Broesder_________   ___/s/ Janice Hoppes_______ 

Sandra J. Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 
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Attest:__Kody L Farkell_________   ___/s/ Thomas A Kuka_______ 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

ELECTION TO RURAL FIRE DISTRICT – March 23, 2016 

The Rural Fire District Board members are elected to their positions.  Montana law 

provides that if the number of candidates is equal to or less than the number of positions 

to be elected, the election administrator may cancel the election.  In such case, the county 

governing body shall declare elected by acclamation each candidate who filed a 

nominating petition for a position.  If a nomination is not made for one or more trustee 

offices, the county governing body shall appoint one or more trustees as necessary to fill 

those offices.  A trustee taking office pursuant to this subsection serves the trustee term of 

office as if that trustee had been elected.  

 

Jacob Fagan filed a Declaration For Nomination.  In accordance with Montana statute, 

Commissioner Kuka moved to declare Jacob Fagan elected by acclamation, for a term of 

three years.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried.  

Also attending: County Attorney Mary Ann Ries & Zane Drishinski 

 

CONVERSION OF CAPITAL ASSETS DATA TO BLACK MOUNTAIN MODULE – 

March 23, 2016 

Clerk & Recorder Kody Farkell received a quote of $1,075 from Black Mountain 

Software for conversion of the County’s capital assets data from Excel to Black 

Mountain’s Capital Assets module. 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to pay Black Mountain Software $1,075 for the data 

conversion.  Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also attending: County Attorney Mary Ann Ries & Zane Drishinski 

 

CLAIMS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT – March 31, 2016 

FUND   AMOUNT 

GENERAL 
$ 28,841.36 

ROAD 
 10,865.34 

BRIDGE 
 2,381.54 

WEED 
 925.77 

AIRPORT 
 343.99 

AMBULANCE 
 161.44 

EXTENSION SERVICE 
 4,952.14 

PUBLIC SAFETY (LAW 

ENFORCEMENT)  17,052.23 

HEALTH INSURANCE - EMPLOYER 

CONTRIBUTION  2,157.70 

RECORDS PRESERVATION  
 1,808.33 

BRADY LIGHTS MAINTENANCE 
 346.26 

911 EMERGENCY 
 852.65 

ALCOHOL REHABILITATION 
 9,579.00 

LAND USE PLANNING 
 1,749.74 

NORTHERN TRANSIT INTERLOCAL 
 83.79 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GRANT 
 1,455.40 

BREAST & CERVICAL SCREENING 
 85.98 

WIC GRANT 
 149.39 

MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH 
 465.82 

IMMUNIZATION ACTION PROGRAM 
 612.79 

TOBACCO USE PREVENTION GRANT 
 1,440.86 

NAPA GRANT 
 95.98 

HEALTH  CARE FOUNDATION GRANT 
 961.46 

PUBLIC SAFETY CAP IMPROV 
 625.00 

REFUND FUND 
 35,584.28 

    

TOTAL CLAIMS $ 123,578.24 

TOTAL PAYROLL  239,132.06 

TOTAL CLAIMS AND PAYROLL FUNDS  362,710.30 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. on March 31, 2016. Pondera County, Montana. 

 

__________________________   

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman     

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________   

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder    


