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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

Held in December 2015 

The Board of Pondera County Commissioners met daily in informal session and in 

scheduled meetings on December 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30, 2015.  Unless indicated, all 

Commissioners were present.   

 

CONTRACT WITH STATE OF MONTANA FOR ISSUING OF PERMITS BY 

SHERIFF DEPARTMENT APPROVED – December 2, 2015 

 A contract for the term of one (1) year was received from the State of Montana – 

Department of Transportation (DOT) authorizing the Pondera County Sheriff Department 

to issue DOT permits.  Pondera County receives $2.00 for each permit issued. 

 Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the contact with DOT for issuing permits.  

Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

REAPPOINTMENT TO PONDERA REGIONAL PORT AUTHORITY BOARD – 

December 2, 2015 

 Cynthia Johnson submitted a letter on behalf of the Pondera Regional Port 

Authority asking for Harold Olson to be reappointed as a member of the Port Authority 

Board as his term is up.  Johnson sited the wealth of knowledge that Olson brings to the 

Board. 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to appoint Harold Olson the the Port Authority 

Board for another 5 year term. Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

NO BUSINESS WAS BROUGHT BEFORE THE MEETING ON DECEMBER 9, 2015 

 

REVISION OF SECTION 125 CAFETERIA PLAN APPROVED – December 16, 2015 

 Commissioner Kuka moved to revise the County’s Section 125 Cafeteria Plan for 

the purpose of allowing employees to pay their health insurance premium pre-tax only 

beginning the 1st of the month following the date of hire.  Commissioner Hoppes  

seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

JOB DESCRIPTION FOR COUNTY SANITARIAN – APPROVED – December 16, 

2015 

 Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Hoppes seconded to approve the 

job description for a part time Registered Sanitarian for Pondera County only.  Motion 

carried. 

 

NOVEMBER MINUTES APPROVED  - December 9, 2015 

Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Hoppes seconded to approve the 

Commission Minutes for November 2015.  Motion carried.  

 

BID FOR SECURITY SYSTEM FOR HEALTH DEPARTMENT-ACCEPTED – 

December 23, 2015 

 Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Hoppes seconded to accept a 

proposal by Alarm Services, Inc for $1,569 to set up a security system for the Pondear 

County Health Department.  Motion carried. 

 Commissioner Hoppes was in attendance via telephone. 

 

REQUEST FOR PILT FUNDS BY PORT AUTHORITY – December 23, 2015 

 Commissioner received request from the Pondera Regional Port Authority for part 

of the county’s PILT funds be allocated to the Port Authority for economic development 

programs.  Commissioner Hoppes discussed work that is needed at the Conrad Airport 

that will require an additional $4,500.  She also stated that, with the increased value of 

the mill this year, the Port Authority received $10,000 more in tax revenues that the 

previous year.  Commissioner Broesder stated she felt the Port Authority offered a variety 

of economic development programs where the Airport was more of a niche project.   

Commissioner Hoppes moved to table a decision for further discussion. 

Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion carried. 

 Commissioner Hoppes was in attendance via telephone. 
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REQUEST FOR ABATEMENT OF PENALTY & INTEREST ON REAL PROPERTY-

DENIED - December 23, 2015 

 Commissioner received request for abatement of penalty and interest on back 

taxes for a property in Conrad that a party is interested in purchasing.  Commissioner 

Hoppes moved and Commissioner Kuka seconded to deny the request as there is no 

statutory authority or precedence for Commissioner to approve such a request.  Motion 

carried. 

Commissioner Hoppes was in attendance via telephone. 

 

IMMUNIZATION ACTION PROGRAM (IAP) TASK ORDER CONTRACT 

APPROVED – December 23, 2015 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the IAP Task Order Contract with the MT 

Department of Public Health and Human Services for January 1, 2016 – December 31, 

2016.  Total amount of the contract is $4,863.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

Commissioner Hoppes was in attendance via telephone. 

 

HIRING OF COUNTY SANITARIAN-APPROVED- December 23, 2015 

 Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Hoppes seconded to hire Corrine 

Rose as part time County Sanitarian. Due to the extensive search conducted and the lack 

of qualified certified sanitarians in the State, the fact that Corrine Rose is already 

certified, and due to her extensive experience in Pondera County, the employment 

agreement includes full insurance coverage, effective the first day of the month following 

the date of hire.  Motion carried. 

Commissioner Hoppes was in attendance via telephone. 

 

RENEWAL OF MEDICAL FACILITY LEASE FOR PONDERA MEDICAL CENTER-

APPROVED- December 23, 2015 

 Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Hoppes seconded to renew the 

medical facility lease with Pondera Medical Center effective January 1, 2016.  The lease 

is set to automatically renew each January 1 unless either party requests a renegotiation 

of terms of the lease.  Motion carried. 

Commissioner Hoppes was in attendance via telephone. 

 

RESOLUTION AMENDING PONDERA COUNTY BUDGET-ADOPTED 

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 
RESOLUTION #15 – 2015/16 

 

AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS –  WEED DEPARTMENT GRANTS 

WHEREAS the Montana Code Annotated, Section 7-6-4006, grants the Board of  

County Commissioners the power and authority to amend the budget during the fiscal 

year by conducting public hearings at regularly scheduled meetings and to appropriate 

money received from the federal or state government, regardless of the time the money is 

received; and 

WHEREAS the State of Montana Department of Transportation has notified 

Pondera County of grant funds for program year 2016 will total $1,786 under 

MDOT/Department of Agriculture Writ Indemnity Trust grant will incur expenditures for 

said purpose not to exceed such funds to be paid from the revenue received; and 

WHEREAS the Pondera County Commissioners conducted a hearing at their 

regularly scheduled meeting on December 23, 2015 and there were no objections; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Pondera County that the budget for Fund 2840 Noxious Weed 

Grants, be amended to show the receipt and expenditures, as follows: 

 

Revenue   Description   Prior Amount   
New 
Amount 

2840-334006  Grant Revenue $ 0 $ 1,786 

       

Expenditure   Description   Prior Amount 
New 
Amount 

2840-313-431120 220 Operating Supplies $ 0 $ 1,786 

 

Adopted this 23rd day of December, 2015 as moved by Commissioner Kuka , seconded 

by Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the board.  Effective on passage 

and approval. 
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PONDERA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

___/s/ Sandra J Broesder____________  ____/s/ Janice Hoppes______  

Sandra J. Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

ATTEST:  _/s/ Kody L Farkell________  ___/s/ Thomas A Kuka______ 

Kody L Farkell, Clerk and Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT APPROVED – December 30, 2015 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the Encroachment Agreement requested 

by 3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative for placement of a new fiber optics cable on the 

Dupuyer-Valier Road, pending approval by the Road Department. Commissioner Kuka 

seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

CLAIMS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT – December 31, 2015 
FUND   Dec 

GENERAL $ 36,595.79 

ROAD  11,804.95 

BRIDGE  1,385.31 

WEED  1,415.75 

PREDATORY ANIMAL  5,699.50 

AIRPORT  3,247.26 

AMBULANCE  5,585.66 

EMERGENCY SNOW REMOVAL  170.00 

SENIOR CITIZENS  15,000.00 

LIBRARY  112,878.04 

EXTENSION SERVICE  5,366.03 

PUBLIC SAFETY (LAW ENFORCEMENT)  16,328.28 

HEALTH INSURANCE - EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTION  824.86 

RECORDS PRESERVATION   274.24 

BRADY LIGHTS MAINTENANCE  339.38 

NORTHERN TRANSIT INTERLOCAL  77.41 

GAS APPORTIONMENT TAX  503.00 

911 EMERGENCY  18,921.54 

LAND USE PLANNING  505.70 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GRANT  895.58 

PERFORMANCE MGT GRANT  95.12 

BREAST & CERVICAL SCREENING  329.34 

WIC GRANT  637.80 

MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH  23.74 

IMMUNIZATION ACTION PROGRAM  99.25 

TOBACCO USE PREVENTION GRANT  428.39 

NAPA GRANT  24.12 

HEALTH CARE FOUNDATION GRANT  103.56 

NOXIOUS WEED GRANTS  452.54 

AMBULANCE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT  15,524.00 

TOTAL CLAIMS $ 255,536.14 

TOTAL PAYROLL   247,275.36 

TOTAL CLAIMS AND PAYROLL FUNDS $ 502,811.50 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. on December 31, 2015. Pondera County, 

Montana. 

 

__________________________   

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman     

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________   

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder    


