Spring in Pondera County –the sun is shining, the birds are singing and smoke is in the air!  Spring is the time to burn off last year’s crop residue in order to prepare the fields for seeding.  This is considered essential agricultural open burning.  Whether burning fields or conducting a minor open burn in a burn pit, there are a few things to keep in mind:  
In Pondera County any open burning, except for small recreational campfires, requires a Pondera County burn permit. The permit is free of charge and available from the Commissioners, the Clerk & Recorder and at the following locations:
Brady:      Kurt Dyer, Dan Rouns and Dick Sawyer


Conrad:    Marguerite Freebury, Paul Kronebusch, Elmer Phillips and Jeff Elings 

Dupuyer:  Joe Christiaens

Valier:      John Holden, Tom & Kathy Peterson and George Stoltz (non-reservation 


lands only)
The permit is good from the time of issue throughout the duration of the open burning season – March 1 through November 30 of each year. The sheriff’s office (271-4060) needs to be notified no more than one hour prior to ignition of all fires requiring a permit. Burning requirements in Pondera County include fire guards and fire suppression equipment – water sprayer or tanker and a tractor or disk – on scene to contain the fire under unexpected fire behavior and weather conditions, no burning in winds in excess of 15 mph and an adult shall attend the fire from start until completion of the burn. In addition, all burning of CRP must comply with USDA burning requirements including, but not limited to, using and following a burn plan approved by USDA Natural Resource and Conservation Service.
The County Commissioners or the County Rural Fire Coordinator may cancel burning permits if there is a Fire Weather Watch/Warning or Red Flag Warning in Fire Weather Zones 112 and/or 114 or during any period of high fire danger.  New burn permit requests may be denied in a fire response area when the local fire department’s resources are fully committed to an emergency or mutual aid has been requested.
Remember, the responsibility for any open burning is the responsibility of the individual(s) doing the burning. Be sure to read and follow the permit requirements.  A complete list of requirements and burning seasons are listed on the burn permit. Failure to comply with these rules may subject you to fines and any associated costs.

Anyone who wants to carry out a minor open burn in Pondera County must also comply with the MT State Air Quality Rules.  About the only materials a person is allowed to burn in an open pit are untreated building materials and tree branches.  Under extraordinary circumstances or for training purposes, the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) can issue permits for burning some of the prohibited materials.  Open burning means the combustion of any material directly in the open air without a receptacle, or in a receptacle other than a furnace.  DEQ also exempts small recreational fires.  

The following is a partial list of prohibited burning materials:

· Household garbage which includes food waste, Styrofoam and other plastics
· Wastes generating noxious odors

· Wood and wood byproducts that have been coated, painted, stained, treated, or contaminated by a foreign material

· Dead animals, animal droppings

· Tires, rubber materials

· Asphalt shingles, tar paper

· Oil or petroleum products, insulated wire,

· Treated lumber and timbers

· Any materials resulting from a salvage operation

· Hazardous wastes, chemicals, asbestos or asbestos-containing materials

A complete copy of the Air Quality/Open Burning Rules, Title 17, Chapter 8, subchapter 6 of the Montana Administrative Rules, is available on the DEQ’s website or from the County Sanitarian, 271-4036.  Failure to comply with these rules can subject a person, who burns prohibited material, to possible legal action or fines.  
