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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

Held in May, 2015 

 

 The Board of Pondera County Commissioners met daily in informal session and 

in scheduled meetings on May 6, 13, 20, and 27, 2015.  Unless indicated, all 

Commissioners were present.   

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON BIG SKY EQUIPMENT APPLICATION FOR NEW 

INDUSTRY CLASSIFICATION CONDUCTED – May, 6, 2015 

Attending:  Commissioners Broesder, Hoppes, and Kuka, Clerk & Recorder Kody 

Farkell, Big Sky Equipment owner Gary Brown, Lake County Commissioner Bill Barron, 

and Independent Observer Editor Buck Traxler.  One letter of support was received from 

Michael Koenig.   

 The notice of the hearing was published in The Independent-Observer and The 

Valierian in the April 22 and 29, 2015 issues. 

 Commission Chair Broesder called the hearing to order at 10:05 a.m in the 

Commissioners’ Office, Pondera County Courthouse, 20 4
th

 Avenue SW, Conrad, 

Montana.  She stated the intent of the meeting was to discuss Big Sky Equipment’s 

request for New or Expanding Industry Classification. 

 Gary Brown discussed plans for rebuilding the Big Sky Equipment shop and 

office after a fire destroyed the facility on January 6, 2015. The new building will be pre-

engineered steel structure with metal siding and roof.  The dimensions of the shop portion 

will be 80’x150’ with 30’ side walls.  The attached office portion will be 60’x120’ with 

13’ side walls.  Bown emphasized that while the main contractor is from out of county, as 

much of the materials and subcontracting work as possible is coming from within 

Pondera County. 

Commissioner Hoppes presented a worksheet of the potential impacts on the 

various tax levying jurisdictions showing the Conrad School District, the County General 

Fund, Road and Bridge Funds and Public Safety Funds as the jurisdictions having the 

highest percentage of impact.  The worksheet was compiled prior to the hearing and was 

based on valuation and tax  impacts on figures provided by the Department of Revenue 

that have since been updated and did not correspond to the valuations presented at the 

hearing and will need to be updated. 

 The hearing adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 

 

RESOLUTION GRANTING BIG SKY EQUIPMENT A TAX BENEFIT FOR NEW OR 

EXPANDING INDUSTRY – ADOPTED – May 6, 2015 

PONDERA COUNTY 

RESOLUTION # 33 - 2014/15 

GRANTING BIG SKY EQUIPMENT A TAX BENEFIT 

FOR NEW OR EXPANDING INDUSTRY 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Pondera County has been 

presented with a State of Montana Department of Revenue Form CAB-1, New or 

Expanding Industry Classification Application by Big Sky Equipment, pursuant to 

Section 15-24-1402, MCA; and   

 

WHEREAS, the legal description of the affected property is: 

Township 28N, Range 3 West 

Section 13:  Tract PT W2  SW4 and   

Pondera County, Montana; and   

  

WHEREAS, in their application for tax benefits dated April 10, 2015, Big Sky 

Equipment has indicated their intention to construct a sales, parts and service building 

located at 301 N. Front Street, Conrad, Montana, the site of their main office and shop 

building destroyed by fire on January 6, 2015.  The new building will be pre-engineered 

steel structure with metal siding and roof.  The dimensions of the shop portion will be 

80’x150’ with 30’ side walls.  The attached office portion will be 60’x120’ with 13’ side 

walls, with an estimated investment in excess of $125,000, qualifying it as a new industry 

pursuant to 15-24-1401(3), MCA; and   
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WHEREAS, in support of its application, Big Sky Equipment stated the 

construction permit was issued 4/15/2015 and no application for new industry 

classification under 15-6-135, MCA, has been made to the Department of Revenue for 

these facilities; and    

  

WHEREAS, due notice as defined in 76-15-103 MCA was given by publishing 

the notice of public hearing in The Independent-Observer and The Valierian, newspapers 

of general circulation in Pondera County, on April 22 and 23, 2015;   

 

WHEREAS, all taxing jurisdictions affected by the potential tax benefit were 

notified of the public hearing on the New or Expanding Industry Classification 

Application by Big Sky Equipment by certified mail; and  

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held in the Commissioners’ Office , Pondera 

County Courthouse, 20 4
th

 Avenue SW, Conrad, Montana on May 6,  2015 to discuss 

with the public, hear their opinions, and answer questions about the New or Expanding 

Industry Classification Application by Big Sky Equipment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the tax relief requested by Big Sky Equipment in its New or 

Expanding Industry Classification Application, if granted, would impact and potentially 

burden all taxpayers in Pondera County and any tax relief in violation of any provision of 

15-24-1401 or 15-24-1402 shall allow for the recapture of all taxes avoided, plus, in the 

event of nonpayment of property taxes provided in 15-16-102, MCA, interest and 

penalties. 

WHEREAS,  should Big Sky Equipment apply for any additional tax relief, via an 

AB-26 procedure (informal review), or any other avenue, during the term of the tax relief 

granted herein, Big Sky Equipment shall notify the Pondera County Commissioners of 

their request for informal review by the Montana Department of Revenue (or any other 

avenue for additional tax relief).   Any such application will render this resolution null 

and void and Big Sky Equipment shall pay to Pondera County all taxes avoided, plus, in 

the event of nonpayment of property taxes provided in 15-16-102, MCA, all interest and 

penalties as a result of nonpayment of taxes. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the April 10, 2015 New or 

Expanding Industry Classification Application submitted by Big Sky Equipment with 

respect to the land, buildings or structures situated on be and is hereby approved and that 

said new industry be taxed pursuant to the Section 15-24-1402, MCA. 

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that approval of this application by the Board of County 

Commissioners is based solely on the information stated under penalty of perjury by the 

Applicant.  The Board of County Commissioners acknowledges that the State of Montana 

Department of Revenue may approve or disapprove applicant’s tax reduction based on 

the criteria controlling such approval. In the event the application is disapproved by the 

Department of Revenue, this Resolution has no force or effect. 

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the allowed benefit is, pursuant to 15-24-1402, 

Montana Code Annotated: 

 

Construction year is 2015 

1
st
 year through 5

th
 year, taxed at 50% of taxable value (tax years 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 

and 2020); 

6
th

 year through 10
th

 year, Subject to 15-10-420, taxed at increased equal percentages 

until the full taxable value is attained in the 10
th

 year (tax years 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 

and 2025).   In subsequent years, the property must be taxed at 100% of its taxable value. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, any tax relief granted herein in violation of any 

provision of 15-24-1401 or 15-24-1402 by Big Sky Equipment shall be recaptured by 

payment by Big Sky Equipment of all taxes avoided, plus, in the event of nonpayment of 

property taxes provided in 15-16-102, MCA, interest and penalties. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, should Big Sky Equipment apply for any 

additional tax relief, via an AB-26 procedure (informal review), or any other avenue, 

during the term of the tax relief granted herein, Big Sky Equipment shall notify the 
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Pondera County Commissioners of their request for informal review by the Montana 

Department of Revenue (or any other avenue for additional tax relief).   Any such 

application will render this resolution null and void and Big Sky Equipment shall pay to 

Pondera County all taxes avoided, plus, in the event of nonpayment of property taxes 

provided in 15-16-102, MCA, all interest and penalties as a result of nonpayment of 

taxes. 

 Adopted this 6th day of May, 2015 as moved by Commissioner Hoppes, seconded 

by Commissioner Kuka, and passed on a full vote of the full board. Effective on passage 

and approval.   

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

 /s/ Sandra J Broesder_______   /s/ Janice Hoppes_____  

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:   /s/ Kody L Farkell____   /s/ Thomas A Kuka________ 

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder  Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

BOARD APPOINTMENT – CENTRAL MONTANA TOURISM BOARD – May 6, 

2015 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to recommend Katie Missik the Central Montana 

Tourism Board of Directors for a 3-year term.  Commissioner Kuka seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

Also attending was Bill Barron, Lake County Commissioner and Buck Traxler, Editor of 

The Independent Observer. 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS TO PONDERA COUNTY 

BUDGET – ADOPTED – May 6, 2015 

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 

RESOLUTION #34 -  2014/15 

AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS TO 

PONDERA COUNTY BUDGET 

 

WHEREAS the Montana Code Annotated, Section 7-6-4006(4), grants the Board 

of County Commissioners the power and authority to amend the budget during the fiscal 

year by conducting public hearings at regularly scheduled meetings; and 

 

WHEREAS Pondera County Commissioners approved the appropriations budget 

for the Pondera County during its regular budget approval process and errors in revenues 

and expenditures budget have been identified; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Pondera County that the budget be corrected as follows:   

 

Revenue   Description   Prior Amount  New 

Amount 

1000-361001   Courthouse office rent $0   $300 

 

2840-334003   Swift Day Spray Day contr. $0   $500 

2840-334017   Grant 14-537   $0   $7,500  

 

Expenditure   Description   Prior Amount  New 

Amount 

2840-313-431117-220 Operating Supplies  $0   $7,500 

 

2976-448-440192-110 Salaries & wages  $0   $500 

2976-448-440192-140 Payroll Benefits  $0   $50 

2976-448-440192-210 Supplies & Materials  $0   $1,000 

2976-448-440192-225 Health Supplies – Vaccine $4,863   $3,313 

 

 Adopted this 6
th

 day of May, 2015, as moved by Commissioner Hoppes, seconded 

by Commissioner Kuka, and passed on a full vote of the board.  Effective on passage and 
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approval. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

 /s/ Sandra J Broesder_______   /s/ Janice Hoppes_____  

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:   /s/ Kody L Farkell____   /s/ Thomas A Kuka________ 

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder  Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARING PROPERTY SURPLUS AND DISPOSAL – ADOPTED 

– May 6, 2015 

PONDERA COUNTY 

RESOLUTION #35 – 2014/15 

DECLARING PROPERTY SURPLUS AND DISPOSAL 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 7-8-2211, MCA, Authorization to sell and 

exchange county property, the Board of Pondera County Commissioners declares the 

following personal property belonging to the County as surplus property which is not 

necessary to the conduct of county business or the preservation of its property: 

 

Canon PC 980 Printer      Zero dollar value 

Canon F149200 Printer/fax/copier    Zero dollar value 

Royal 242PD Calculator     Zero dollar value 

 

and 

 WHEREAS, the Commissioners have determined, pursuant to Section 7-8-2217, 

MCA, Procedure or sale of property of lesser value, it is in the best interests of the 

County to dispose of the above-listed surplus property. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners: 

1) hereby declares the property listed above as surplus property which is not 

necessary to the conduct of county business or the preservation of its property, 

2) agrees to dispose of metal desk 

 

  

ADOPTED this 6
th

 day of May, 2015, as moved by Commissioner Hoppes, 

seconded by Commissioner Kuka, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the board.   

Effective on passage and approval. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

 /s/ Sandra J Broesder_______   /s/ Janice Hoppes_____  

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:   /s/ Kody L Farkell____   /s/ Thomas A Kuka________ 

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder  Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL TRANSFER FOR PONDERA MEDICAL CENTER 

APPROVED –  May 13, 2015 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the State of Montana Intergovernmental 

Agreement for the Transfer of Monies to the State, Fiscal Year 2015.   Under this 

agreement, Pondera Medical Center will receive a lump sum payment of Medicaid 

monies for “at risk” county affiliated nursing facilities in the amount of $798,729.36 from 

the Montana Department of Health and Human Services.  Prior to the PMC receiving the 

payment, the county agrees to pay the matching funds amount of $567,196.07.   Pondera 

Medical Center provides the matching money to the county which, in turn, will provide 

the State of Montana with a county warrant the amount of the matching funds.  

Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried.   

Commissioner Broesder was absent on County business. 
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Also attending was Garrett Johnson, DIS Technologies and Buck Traxler, Editor of the 

Independent Observer. 

 

CHANGE COMMISSIONER MEETING DATE – May 13, 2015 

            Commissioners will be the Annual MACo District meeting on June 3.  

Commissioner Kuka moved to hold the regular weekly meeting on Tuesday, June 2 at 

10:00 a.m.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried. 

Commissioner Broesder was absent on County business. 

Also attending was Garrett Johnson, DIS Technologies and Buck Traxler, Editor of the 

Independent Observer. 

 

RESOLUTION FOR CANCELLATION OF OUTSTANDING WARRANTS - 

ADOPTED – May 13, 2015 

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 
RESOLUTION #36 – 2014/15 

CANCELLATION OF OUTSTANDING WARRANTS 

 

WHEREAS Section 7-6-2607, Montana Code Annotated, directs the Board of 

County Commissioners to examine the county warrants and cancel all county warrants 

that have remained uncalled for one (1) year or more; and 

 

WHEREAS upon examination of the warrants paid from the Pondera County 

Petty Cash account maintained by the Pondera County Clerk and Recorder and the 

outstanding warrant register for claims and payroll warrants issued by Pondera County, 

there appears to be outstanding for more than one (1) year, the following warrants: 

 

PETTY CASH FUND 

Check No.                Date Issued              Amount   Payable To 

837   05/12/09  $  9.00  Donald Running Crane 

860   05/13/13  $10.00  Donald Running Crane 

861   5/22/13  $29.25  Environmental Labs 

    

    CLAIMS FUND 

Warrant No. Claim No. Date Issued  Amount Payable To 

58605  69859  10/24/12  $  26.48 Cactus Flats 

60116  71724  11/22/13  $100.00 Robert Moritz 

60429  72067  02/06/14  $  21.18 Linda Walker 

 

   PAYROLL FUND 

Warrant No.       Date Issued Amount Payable To 

None 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Pondera 

County that the above warrants are hereby canceled; and 

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, pursuant to Section 7-6-2607(3), MCA, the Clerk 

and Recorder of Pondera County is directed to enter the cancellation of the above-

referenced warrants and the date of said cancellation on the records of the Petty Cash 

account and Claims and Payroll Warrant Register, and, further, this resolution shall 

constitute the list of canceled warrants to be entered on the minutes of the Board. 

 

Adopted this 13
th

 day of May, 2015 as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded 

by Commissioner Hoppes and passed on a  2-0 vote of the board.  Effective on 

passage and approval.   

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

_______Absent______________________     /s/ Janice Hoppes_____  

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:   /s/ Kody L Farkell____   /s/ Thomas A Kuka________ 

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 
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RESOLUTION DECLARING PROPERTY SURPLUS AND SETTING SALE – 

ADOPTED – May 13, 2015 

PONDERA COUNTY 

RESOLUTION #37 – 2014/15 

DECLARING PROPERTY SURPLUS AND SETTING SALE  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 7-8-2211, MCA, Authorization to sell and 

exchange county property, the Board of Pondera County Commissioners declares the 

following personal property belonging to the County as surplus property which is not 

necessary to the conduct of county business or the preservation of its property: 

 

1997 Ford pickup     Minimum market value: $2,000 

 

 WHEREAS, the Commissioners have determined it is in the best interests of the 

County to sell the item at public sale by sealed bid, said bids to be opened on June 2, 

2015, at 10:00 a.m., at the Commissioners’ Office, Pondera County Courthouse, 20 

Fourth Ave SW, Conrad, Montana; and  

  

WHEREAS, Section 7-8-2217(2), MCA, requires that if the property is sold at 

public sale, notice must be given as 7-1-2121, MCA, i.e., published twice, with at least 6 

days separating each publication. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County 

Commissioners: 

3) hereby declares the property listed above as surplus property which is not 

necessary to the conduct of county business or the preservation of its property, 

4) sets the date for the sale, by public auction by sealed bid, to be June 2, 2015 at 

10:00 a.m. at the Commissioner’s Office, Pondera County Courthouse, 20 Fourth 

Ave SW, Conrad, Montana; and 

5) directs that the County Clerk shall comply with the notice requirements of Section 

7-1-2121, MCA, by publishing notice of sale in The Independent-Observer  and 

The Valierian two times, with at least 6 days separating each publication i.e., May 

20 and 27, 2015. 

 

ADOPTED this 13
th

 day of May, 2015, as moved by Commissioner Kuka, 

seconded by Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a 2-0 vote of the board.   

Effective on passage and approval 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

____Absent________________________     /s/ Janice Hoppes_____  

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:   /s/ Kody L Farkell____   /s/ Thomas A Kuka________ 

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

UPDATE ON NETWORK UPGRADES IN COUNTY OFFICES – May 13, 2015 

 Garrett Johnson will be working the next two days on getting the networking 

completed in the courthouse.  The Health Department was completed the last time the 

technicians were here.  The Sheriff Department cannot be completed yet.  DIS is waiting 

on approval from the Montana Department of Justice for some new required hardware. 

 Garrett discussed how the Extension office is not completely connected to the rest 

of the courthouse’s server.  He explained that for the best network security, they should 

be linked to the rest of the building.  Other security measures recommended to the county 

were discussed.   

Commissioner Broesder was absent on County business. 

Also attending was Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent Observer. 

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING COUNTY ASSISTANCE TO CASA – May 20, 2015 

 Michael Bruch, Representative from CASA, was in attendance to request 

financial assistance from the county to help fund CASA.  Because a large portion of the 

organization’s federal funding has not been renewed, each county within the district is 
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being asked to help support CASA financially.  CASA is asking Pondera County for 

$10,000 in the next budget year.   

Pondera County currently has 19 active cases, 13 cases were new this year.  

Funding helps pay for mileage for advocates to visit each child twice per month.  

Commissioners will take the request under consideration through the budget process. 

   Also attending was Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent Observer. 

 

NON-AUDIT ACCOUNTING SERVICES AGREEMENT APPROVED- May 20, 2015 

Denning, Downey & Associates, the auditors for the County, submitted a letter 

and proposed non-audit services for fiscal year 2014-15 closing assistance and GASB 

reporting services.   

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the agreement submitted by Denning, 

Downey, and Associates for non-audit services for fiscal year 2014-15.  Commissioner 

Kuka seconded.  Motion carried.   

Also attending was Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent-Observer. 

  

RESOLUTION #38 - CORPORATE BANKING AUTHORIZATION – ADOPTED – 

May 20, 2015 

RESOLUTION #38 – 2014/15 

RESOLUTION OF LODGE, ASSOCIATION OR OTHER SIMILAR 

ORGANIZATION 
STOCKMAN Bank   By: PONDERA CO CLERK & RECORDER 

P O BOX 727    JUSTICE OF THE PEACE ACCOUNT   

CONRAD MT 59425   20 4
TH

 AVE SW 

     CONRAD MT 59425-2340 

Referred to in this document as “Financial Institution” 

    Referred to in this document as “Association” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

I, KODY L. FARKELL, certify that I am Secretary (clerk) of the above named 

Association organized under the laws of State of Montana, Federal Employer I.D. 

Number 81-6001408, engaged in business under the trade name of PONDERA 

COUNTY, and that the resolutions on this document are a correct copy of the resolutions 

adopted at a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Association duly and properly 

called and held on May 20, 2015 (date).   

AGENTS Any agent listed below, subject to any written limitations, is authorized to 

exercise the powers granted as indicated below: 

 

Name and Title or Position  Signature  Facsimile Signature 

         (if used) 

A. Amber N Schoenrock – JP  __/s/ Amber N Schoenrock__________ 

B. Thomas A Kuka -Commissioner _/s/ Thomas A Kuka               _________ 

C.  Janice Hoppes-Commissioner _/s/ Janice Hoppes________________ 

D.  Sandra J. Broesder-Commissioner   _/s/ Sandra J. Broesder___________ 

 

POWERS GRANTED (Attach one or more Agents to each power by placing the letter 

corresponding to their name in the area before each power.  Following each power 

indicate the number of Agent signatures required to exercise the power) 

Indicate number of 

Indicate A, B, C,  Description of Power   signatures required 

D, E and/or F 

__________  (1) Exercise all of the powers listed    _____ 

    In this resolution 

A                  (2) Open any deposit or share account(s) 

    In the name of the Association.  ONE 

A                  (3) Endorse checks and orders for the payment ONE 

    Of money or otherwise withdraw or 

    Transfer funds on deposit with this 

    Financial institution. 

__________   (4)  Borrow money on behalf and in the name ____  

    Of the Association, sign, execute and  

    Deliver promissory notes or other 

    Evidences of indebtedness 
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__________  (5)  Endorse, assign, transfer, mortgage or pledge  _____ 

bills receivable, warehouse, receipts, bills  

of lading, stocks, bonds, real estate or other property now 

owned or hereafter owned  

or acquired by the Association as security  

for sums borrowed, and to discount the same, 

unconditionally guarantee payment of all  

bills received, negotiated or discounted  

and to waive demand, presentment, protest,  

notice of protest and notice of non-payment. 

__________  (6)  Enter into a written lease for the purpose of  _____ 

renting, maintaining, accessing and  

terminating a Safe Deposit Box in this  

Financial Institution. 

__________  (7)  Other _______________________________ ______ 

    _________________________________. 

 

LIMITATIONS ON POWERS  The following are the Association’s express limitations 

on the powers granted under this resolution. 

 

EFFECT ON PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS  This resolution supersedes resolution dated      

ALL______.  If not completed, all resolutions remain in effect. 

 

CERTIFICATION OF AUTHORITY 

I further certify that the Board of Directors of the Association has, and at the time of 

adoption of this resolution had, full power and lawful authority to adopt the resolutions 

on page 2 and to confer the powers granted to the person named who have full power and 

lawful authority to exercise the same.  (Apply seal below where appropriate) 

      If checked, the Association is a non-profit Association 

In Witness Whereof, I have subscribed my name to this document and 

affixed the seal of the Association on January 9, 2013 (date). 

   /s/  Thomas A Kuka  /s/ Kody L. Farkell 

   /s/ Sandra J. Broesder         (Secretary) 

   (Attest by One other Officer) 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

The Association named on this resolution resolves that, 

(1) The Financial Institution is designated as a depository for the funds of the 

Association and to provide other financial accommodations indicated in this 

resolution. 

(2) This resolution shall continue to have effect until express written notice of its 

rescission or modification has been received and recorded by the Financial 

Institution.  Any and all prior resolutions adopted by the Board of Directors of the 

Association and certified to the Financial Institution as governing the operation of 

this Association’s account(s), are in full force and effect, until the Financial 

Institution receives and acknowledges an express written notice of its revocation, 

modification or replacement.  Any revocation, modification or replacement of a 

resolution must be accompanied by documentation, satisfactory to the Financial 

Institution, establishing the authority for the changes. 

(3) The signature of an Agent on this resolution is conclusive evidence of their 

authority to act on behalf of the Association.  Any Agent, so long as they act in a 

representative capacity as agents of the Association is authorized to make any and 

all other contracts, agreements, stipulations and orders which they may deem 

advisable for the effective exercise of the powers indicated on page one, from 

time to time with the Financial Institution, subject to any restrictions on this 

resolution or otherwise agreed to in writing. 

(4) All transactions, if any, with respect to any deposits, withdrawals, rediscounts and 

borrowings by or on behalf of the Association with the Financial Institution prior 

to the adoption of this resolution are hereby ratified, approved and confirmed. 

(5) The Association agrees to the terms and conditions of any account agreement, 

properly opened by any Agent of the Association.  The Association authorizes the 

Financial Institution, at any time, to charge the Association for all checks, drafts, 

or other orders, for the payment of money, that are drawn on the Financial 
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Institution, so long as they contain the required number of signatures for this 

purpose. 

(6) The Association acknowledges and agrees that the Financial Institution may 

furnish at its discretion automated access devices to Agents of the Association to 

facilitate those powers authorized by this resolution or other resolutions in effect 

at the time of issuance.  The term “automated access device” includes, but is not 

limited to, credit cards, automated teller machines (ATM), and debit cards. 

(7) The Association acknowledges and agrees that the Financial Institution may rely 

on alternative signature and verification codes issued to or obtained from the 

Agent named on this resolution.  The term “alternative signature and verification 

codes” includes, but is not limited to, facsimile signatures on file with the 

Financial Institution, personal identification numbers (PIN) and digital signatures.  

If a facsimile signature specimen has been provided on this resolution, (or that are 

filed separately by the Association with the Financial Institution from time to 

time) the Financial Institution is authorized to treat the facsimile signature as the 

signature of the Agent(s) regardless of by whom or by what means the facsimile 

signature may have been affixed so long as it resembles the facsimile signature 

specimen on file.  The Association authorizes each Agent to have custody of the 

Association’s private key used to create a digital signature and to request issuance 

of a certificate listing the corresponding public key.  The Financial Institution 

shall have no responsibility or liability for unauthorized use of alternative 

signature and verification codes unless otherwise agreed in writing. 

 

Adopted this 20th day of May, 2015 as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded 

by Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the full board.  Effective upon 

passage and approval.   

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

_______Sandra J Broesder_________     /s/ Janice Hoppes_____  

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:   /s/ Kody L Farkell____   /s/ Thomas A Kuka________ 

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES VOTING DELEGATE NAMED – May 

20, 2015 

 Commissioner Kuka moved to appoint Commissioner Broesder as the County’s 

voting delegate to the National Association of Counties’ convention to be held in 

Mecklenburg, NC.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried.    

Also attending was Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent-Observer. 

 

RENEWAL OF COUNTY’S GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2015-16 – May 20, 2015 

 The Department Heads met and recommended to stay with two current options for 

health insurance renewal; the traditional plan which offers a lower deductible, copay for 

office visits, and prescription coverage and a higher deductible plan, which is a lower 

premium, with the county depositing the difference in the premium into a Health Savings 

Account.  The Department Heads also recommended committing to a 3 year contract with 

Joint Powers Trust (JPT), which gives the county a 4% discount on premiums. 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the renewal of the county’s group 

health insurance plan with Joint Powers Trust (JPT), administered by Employee Benefit 

Management Services (EBMS), offering the lower deductible plan that is current offered 

as well as a high deductible plan with a Health Savings Account.  Commissioner Kuka 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

Also attending was Buck Traxler, Editor of the Independent Observer. 

 

RESOLUTION #39 – CANCELLING DELINQUENT PROPERTY TAXES ON 

MOBILE HOMES – ADOPTED – May 27, 2015 

 PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

RESOLUTION #39 – 2014/15 
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CANCELLING DELINQUENT PROPOERTY TAXES 

ON MOBILE HOMES 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 15-24-212(1), MCA, states that “the board of county 

commissioners may order the cancellation of delinquent property taxes on a mobile home 

… if the mobile home … is to be moved for the purposes of destruction or recycling.” ; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the mobile homes previously situated on the below-described real 

property located in the Arrow Addition of the City of Conrad have been destroyed; and 

 WHEREAS, Section 15-24-212(2), requires the following information be 

included in the cancellation order: 

Taxpayer Name 
 

delinquent tax, Date Taxpayer 

and Address physical address of mobile home int & penalties Delinquent ID 

Ralph Hastings T27N, R1E, Sect 6 $633.27 
5/2006 – 
11/2010 2015200 

561 Pheasant Ln 
 

              
  Conrad, MT 59425         

  
  

  

  

  633.27  
 
 
 

  WHEREAS,  Section 15-24-212(3), MCA, also directs that one copy of this order 

be recorded with the county clerk and recorder as a public record, and one copy of the 

order must be filed with the county treasurer as a permanent record of the treasurer’s 

office. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the Board of 

County Commissioners of Pondera County that the delinquent taxes, penalty and interest 

accrued against the mobile homes which have been destroyed or recycled be cancelled; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED, that the clerk and 

recorder record this Resolution in the public records of Pondera County and that 

the treasurer file a copy of this Resolution as a permanent record in the treasurer’s 

office.   

 

Adopted this 27
th

 day of May, 2015 as moved by Commissioner Hoppes, 

seconded by Commissioner Broesder, and passed on a 2-0 vote of the board.  

Effective upon passage and approval. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

_______Sandra J Broesder_________     /s/ Janice Hoppes_____  

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:   /s/ Kody L Farkell____   Absent                    ________ 

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

RESOLUTION #40 – CANCELATION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES FIVE 

YEARS DELINQUENT – ADOPTED – May 27, 2015 

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 

RESOLUTION #40 – 2014/15 

 

ORDERING CANCELLATION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 

TAXES FIVE YEARS DELINQUENT 

 

WHEREAS Section 15-16-702, Montana Code Annotated, directs the Board of 

County Commissioners to examine the list of personal property taxes five years 

delinquent and within 30 days thereafter, make its order canceling all such personal 

property taxes and contractual obligations contained in the list provided by the County 

Treasurer; 
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Taxpayer Name Delinquent tax, 
 

  

and Address int & penalties 
Date 
Delinquent 

Taxpayer 
ID 

Canyon Broadband LLC 972.14 
7/2009 – 
7/2010 1337500 

PO Box 382               
  Belt, MT 59412       

 
  

 
 

 
972.14    

and 

 

WHEREAS the Board of County Commissioners received the list from the 

County Treasurer and has examined the same; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, by order of the Board of County 

Commissioners of Pondera County, the personal property taxes five (or more) years 

delinquent, as compiled in the list provided by the County Treasurer, be and are hereby 

canceled; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, pursuant to Section 15-16-702, MCA, the 

Treasurer of Pondera County shall file one copy of the list as permanent record and the 

Clerk and Recorder of Pondera County shall file one copy of the list as public record; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, pursuant to Section 15-16-803, MCA, the 

County Clerk and Recorder and County Treasurer are directed to adjust their taxes-

receivable accounts to conform to this order of cancellation and the list.   

 

Adopted this 27
th

 day of May, 2015 as moved by Commissioner Hoppes, 

seconded by Commissioner Broesder, and passed on a 2-0 vote of the board.  

Effective upon passage and approval. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

_______Sandra J Broesder_________     /s/ Janice Hoppes_____  

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:   /s/ Kody L Farkell____   Absent                    ________ 

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

RESOLUTION #41 – AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS – HEALTH CARE 

FOUNDATION GRANT – ADOPTED – May 27, 2015 

  

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 

RESOLUTION #41 – 2014/15 

 

AUTHORIZING BUDGET AMENDMENTS – HEALTH CARE FOUNDATION 

GRANT 

WHEREAS the Montana Code Annotated, Section 7-6-4006, grants the Board of  

County Commissioners the power and authority to amend the budget during the fiscal 

year by conducting public hearings at regularly scheduled meetings and to appropriate 

money received from the federal or state government, regardless of the time the money is 

received; and 

WHEREAS the State of Montana Department of Health and Human Services has 

notified Pondera County of grant funds for program year 2015 that will total $15,000 

under the Initiative to Improve the Health of Montanans through Local and Tribal Public 

Health Program, and the Health Care Foundation grant will incur expenditures for said 

purpose not to exceed such funds to be paid from the revenue received; and 

WHEREAS the Pondera County Commissioners conducted a hearing at their 

regularly scheduled meeting on April 8, 2015 and there were no objections; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Pondera County that the budget for Fund 2980 Health Care 

Foundation Grant, be amended to show the receipt and expenditures, as follows: 
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Prior 

 
New  

Revenue   Description   Amount   Amount 

2980-331148 
 

Grant Revenue $ 0 $ 15,000 

       
Expenditure   Description   Prior Amount 

New 
Amount 

2980-448-440103 110 Salaries & Wages $ 0 $ 6,000 

2980-448-440103 140 Payroll Benefits 
 

0 
 

2,000 

2980-448-440103 210 Supplies 
 

0 
 

5,000 

2980-448-440103 370 Travel & Per Diem  0  2,000 

  Adopted this 27
th

 day of May, 2015 as moved by Commissioner Hoppes, 

seconded by Commissioner Broesder, and passed on a 2-0 vote of the board.  

Effective upon passage and approval. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

_______Sandra J Broesder_________     /s/ Janice Hoppes_____  

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman    Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

Attest:   /s/ Kody L Farkell____   Absent                    ________ 

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Thomas A Kuka, Member 

 

iWORQ SERVICE AGREEMENT APPROVED -  May 27, 2015 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved and Commissioner Broesder seconded to approve 

the iWorQ Systems Public Works Management Software Applications and Services 

agreement in the amount of $2,150 for software and a one-time set up fee of $500.  The 

funding for this software will be from the County Road and Bridge Operating funds.  The 

system will replace the obsolete software system now being utilized.  Motion carried.  

Absent was Commissioner Kuka; Also in attendance was Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent-Observer 

 

BUSINESS ASSOCIATE AGREEMENT WITH LEAVITT  GROUP APPROVED -  

May 27, 2015 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved and Commissioner Broesder seconded to approve 

the Business Associate Agreement with Leavitt Group which provides authorization for 

Leavitt Group to access patient information of the County’s health insurance company for 

use in processing claims and binds Leavitt Group to HIPPA confidentiality standards.  

Motion carried.  Absent was Commissioner Kuka; Also in attendance was Buck Traxler, 

Editor of The Independent-Observer 

 

DATE, TIME AND PLACE SET FOR PUBLIC HEARING OF COUNTY 

COMPENSATION BOARD – May 27, 2015 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to set Tuesday, June 16, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Commissioners’ office as the date, time and place for a public hearing of the County 

Compensation Board.  Motion carried.  Absent was Commissioner Kuka; Also in 

attendance was Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent-Observer 

 

APRIL MINUTES APPROVED  - May 27, 2015 

Commissioner Hoppes moved and Commissioner Kuka seconded to approve the 

Commission Minutes for April 2015.  Motion carried.  

 

CLAIMS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT – May 29, 2015 

FUND   AMOUNT 

GENERAL 
$ 29,652.07 

ROAD 

 

18,518.47 

BRIDGE 

 

6,592.61 

WEED 

 

1,274.60 

AIRPORT 

 

1,466.48 

AMBULANCE 

 

193.60 

COUNTY HOSPITAL & NURSING HOME 

 

600,257.81 

EXTENSION SERVICE 

 

5,238.38 
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COUNTY FAIR 

 

27.84 

PUBLIC SAFETY (LAW 

ENFORCEMENT) 

 

17,694.57 

HEALTH INSURANCE - EMPLOYER 

CONTRIBUTION 

 

770.82 

BRADY LIGHTS MAINTENANCE 

 

343.87 

911 EMERGENCY 

 

851.61 

LAND USE PLANNING 

 

350.00 

NORTHERN TRANSIT INTERLOCAL 

 

194.48 

STATE ALLOCATED FEDERAL 

MINERAL 

 

3,500.00 

DUI PREVENTION 

 

575 
BUCKLE UP MT 

 

152.24 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GRANT 

 

2,659.15 

PERFORMANCE MGT GRANT 

 

96.04 

BREAST & CERVICAL SCREENING 

 

75.00 

WIC GRANT 

 

455.41 

MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH 

 

994.76 

IMMUNIZATION ACTION PROGRAM 

 

822.89 

TOBACCO USE PREVENTION GRANT 

 

670.25 

NAPA GRANT 

 

97.04 

JUNK VEHICLE GRANT 

 

0.08 

REFUND FUND 

 

1,457.82 

TOTAL CLAIMS $ 694,982.89 

TOTAL PAYROLL 

 

210,708.16 

TOTAL CLAIMS AND PAYROLL FUNDS 

 

905,691.05 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. on May 29, 2015. Pondera County, Montana. 

 

__________________________   

Sandra J Broesder, Chairman     

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________   

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder    


