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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

Held in January, 2013 

 

 The Board of Pondera County Commissioners met daily in informal session and 

in scheduled meetings on January 2, 9 16, 23, and 30, 2013.  Unless indicated, all 

Commissioners were present.   

 

COMMISSION REORGANIZATION – January 2, 2013 

 Commissioner Broesder moved to appoint Commissioner Christiaens as 

Chairman for calendar year 2013.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried.  

Commissioner Hoppes moved to appoint Commissioner Broesder as Vice Chairman of 

the Commission for calendar year 2013.  Commissioner Christiaens seconded.  Motion 

carried.    (Commissioner Broesder participated by phone). 

 

RESOLUTION #21 –SETTING MILEAGE ALLOWANCE, LODGING AND PER 

DIEM REIMBURSEMENTS RATES – ADOPTED – January 2, 2013 

 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

 

RESOLUTION #21– 2012/13 

 

SETTING MILEAGE ALLOWANCE, LODGING AND PER DIEM  

REIMBURSEMENT RATES 

 

WHEREAS Sections 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, and Section 7-4-2108, Montana 

Code Annotated, provide that persons who may be entitled to mileage, lodging and per 

diem reimbursement paid from public funds when using their own automobiles, incurring 

costs for lodging and per diem, in the performance of official duties are entitled to collect 

mileage for the distance actually traveled by automobile at a rate equal to the mileage 

allotment allowed by the Internal Revenue Service for the preceding calendar year; and 

 

WHEREAS the mileage rate for state and local government employees has been 

established for calendar year 2013 by the Internal Revenue Service as 56.5 cents per mile 

for the first 1,000 miles of travel within each month and the rate for mileage over 1,000 

miles per month at 53.5 cents per mile (3 cents less per mile, per 2-18-503(b), Montana 

Code Annotated) 

 

WHEREAS the State of Montana has established the lodging and per diem rates 

for state and local government employees as follows: 

 

In-state lodging reimbursement rate is $77.00 plus tax for all communities except 

for Big Sky/ West Yellowstone – Gallatin County, Butte-Silver Bow County, Helena – 

Lewis & Clark County, Missoula – Missoula County, Polson, Lake County, Kalispell – 

Flathead County, Sidney – Richland County and Glendive – Dawson County which 

communities are considered high cost areas.   
 

In-state lodging in high cost areas reimbursement at the State of Montana 

reimbursement rate; 

 

Per Diem Rates   In-State  Out-of-State 

Morning Meal    $   5.00  $   7.00 

Mid-Day Meal    $   6.00  $ 11.00 

Evening Meal    $ 12.00  $  18.00 

 Totals    $ 23.00  $  36.00 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Pondera County that the mileage allotment allowed to Pondera County 

employees during calendar year 2012 shall be 56.5 cents per mile (up to and including 

1,000 miles) and 53.5 cents per miles (over 1,000 miles) during each calendar month; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Pondera County that the in-state lodging reimbursement and per diem 

rates shall be  

In-state lodging reimbursement rate is $77.00 plus tax for all communities except 

for Big Sky/ West Yellowstone – Gallatin County, Butte-Silver Bow County, Helena – 

Lewis & Clark County, Missoula – Missoula County, Polson, Lake County, Kalispell – 

Flathead County, Sidney – Richland County and Glendive – Dawson County which 

communities are considered high cost areas.   
 

In-state lodging in high cost areas reimbursement at the State of Montana 

reimbursement rate; 

 

Per Diem Rates   In-State  Out-of-State 

Morning Meal    $   5.00  $   7.00 

Mid-Day Meal    $   6.00  $ 11.00 

Evening Meal    $ 12.00  $  18.00 

 Totals    $ 23.00  $  36.00 

 

Adopted this 2nd day of January, 2013 as moved by Commissioner Hoppes, seconded by 

Commissioner Broesder and passed on a 3-0 vote of the full board. Effective on passage 

and approval.  (Commissioner Broesder participated by phone). 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

 ____/s/ Joseph Christiaens_______   ______/s/ Sandra Broesder__ 

Joseph Christiaens, Chairman    Sandra J. Broesder, Member 

 

Attest:_____/s/  Kody Farkell____   ______/s/ Janice Hoppes____ 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

 

RESOLUTION #22 - PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – ADOPTED – 

January 2, 2013 

PONDERA COUNTY 

RESOLUTION #22 - 2012/13 

PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

WHEREAS Section 2-3-103(1), Montana Code Annotated, requires that the 

Board of County Commissioners develop procedures for permitting and encouraging the 

public to participate in decisions of the Board of County Commissioners that are of 

significant interest to the public, and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of 

Pondera County that  

1. Prior to making a final decision that is of significant interest to the public, the 

Board of County Commissioners will afford reasonable opportunity for public participation; 

2. To assure adequate notice and assist public participation before a final decision is 

made or final action is taken on any matter that is of significant interest to the public, the Board 

of County Commissioners will post its weekly agenda on the main hallway bulletin board in the 

Pondera County Courthouse; 

3. The weekly agenda will be posted no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday of the 

previous week.  Matters that require statutory notice by publication or posting will be complied 

with as the particular statute may require. 

4. The Board of County Commissioners will hold a regular meeting from 10:00 a.m. 

to 12:00 noon on Wednesday of each week for the purpose of taking final action on any matter of 

significant interest to the public involving the adoption of any rule or resolution, determining a 

contested case, entering into or awarding a contract or any other matter of significant interest to 

the public.   

Prior to taking final action on any matter of significant interest to the public, the chairman 

or presiding commissioner of the Board will provide reasonable time for any person present to 

submit data or comments either orally or in writing regarding final action that may be taken by 

the Board; 

5.  The office of the Board of County Commissioners is open for business from 9:00 
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a.m. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.  The office will be 

open for business on Friday by appointment.  No notice will be given of routine matters or 

impromptu discussions with county employees, vendors or other citizens.  All meetings of the 

County Commissioners are open to the public unless closed as provided by statute.  

 

Adopted this 2nd day of January, 2013 as moved by Commissioner Broesder, seconded 

by Commissioner Hoppes and passed on a 3-0 vote of the full board. Effective on passage 

and approval. 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

    

____/s/ Joseph Christiaens_______   ______/s/ Sandra Broesder__ 

Joseph Christiaens, Chairman    Sandra J. Broesder, Member 

 

Attest:_____/s/  Kody Farkell____   ______/s/ Janice Hoppes____ 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

 

RESOLUTION #23 – SETTING INCARCERATION COSTS – ADOPTED – January 2, 

2013 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

RESOLUTION NO. 23 – 2012/13 

INCARCERATION COSTS 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 46-18-403, MCA, states that “the daily rate for incarceration 

must be established annually by the Board of County commissioners by resolution” and 

that the daily rate must be equal to the actual cost incurred by the detention facility and it 

has been determined that the actual costs incurred by the Pondera County detention 

facility, on an average daily basis, is equal to Fifty dollars ($ 50.00); 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 

Commissioners of Pondera County that the daily rate for confinement costs, other than 

for actual medical costs, as ordered by the court and paid in advance for confinement and 

prior to payment of any fine, is hereby established at $ 50.00 per day; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, if a judgment is for a fine and imprisonment until 

the fine is paid, the detainee shall be allowed a credit of $ 50.00 for each day of 

incarceration; and that an inmate is responsible for the actual costs of medication, 

medical services, or hospitalization while detained in a detention center, based upon the 

individual’s ability to pay and/or private provider health care coverage, or a bonafide and 

responsible third-party payer; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Attorney shall initiate 

proceedings to collect from the inmate any charges arising from the medical services or 

hospitalization in accordance with 7-32-2245, MCA. 

 

Adopted this 2nd day of January, 2013 as moved by Commissioner Christiaens, 

seconded by Commissioner Hoppes and passed on a 3-0 vote of the full board.  

Effective upon passage and approval. 

 

 

COMMISSIONER REPRESENTATIVES TO BOARDS – January 2, 2013        

The Commissioner representative assignments to County and Regional boards were made 

as follows:  

County Boards 

Christiaens   Airport 

    Pondera County Council on Aging 

    Pondera County Community Service 

    Park 

Broesder   Health 

    Weed 

    Weed 
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    Park 

Hoppes   Pondera Medical Center 

    Park 

  

Regional and State Boards 

Christiaens   Northcentral Regional Detention Center 

    Montana Association of Counties (MACo) 

     Transportation Committee  

    Russell Country Tourism Board 

Broesder   Northern Montana Joint Refuse Disposal District 

Montana Association of Counties (MACo) Energy     

 Committee 

Montana Association of County Road Supervisors 

 (MACRS) Board of Directors 

National Association of Counties (NACo) Energy, 

 Environment & Land Use Steering  

 Committee 

Hoppes   Opportunities Inc 

    Northern Montana Transit Authority 

    North Central Area Agency on Aging 

    Montana Association of Counties (MACo) Health and  

     Human Services Committee 

 

Commissioner Broesder moved to approve the commissioner representative to boards as 

named above.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded; motion carried. 

 

 

TAX ABATEMENTS/ADD-ONS APPROVED – January 2, 2013 

Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve tax abatement/add-ons 939. Commissioner 

Broesder seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
NUMBER REASON CANCEL ADD-ON PARCEL # 

939 
Purchased parcel from Pondera 

Regional Port Authority (tax exempt) 

 
36.52 615900 

     

     TASK ORDER TO MASTER CONTRACT (ANNUAL IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM) 

APPROVED  - January 2, 2013 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve Task Order No. 13-07-4-31-133-0 to 

the Master Contract for Annual Immunization Program for year 2013.  Under this grant, 

the County will receive $3,916 for immunization services.  Commissioner Broesder 

seconded; motion carried. 

 

AUTHORIZATION OF CLERK & RECORDER AS FINANCIAL OFFICER FOR 

BUCKLE UP MONTANA REPORTING – January 9, 2013 

Commissioner Hoppes moved and Commissioner Broesder seconded to authorize 

Clerk & Recorder Kody Farkell to sign and submit monthly financial reports for the 

Buckle Up Montana program.  Motion carried. Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor of 

The Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port Authority, John Stokes, 

Road Supervisor, and Ralph Bouma. 

 

CERTIFY OFFICIALS AUTHORIZED TO SIGN REQUESTS FOR COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) – January 9, 2013 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to certify that Commissioners Christiaens, 

Broesder, & Hoppes, as well as Clerk and Recorder Farkell are authorized to sign 

requests for payment on behalf of the Brady County Water & Sewer District CDBC 

Contract #MT-CDBG-11-PF-07.  Motion carried. Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor 

of The Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port Authority, and Ralph 

Bouma. 
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RESOLUTION #24 – CORPORATE AUTHORIZATION FOR PETTY CASH – 

January 9, 2013 

 

CORPORATE AUTHORIZATION RESOLUTION 
STOCKMAN Bank    By:  PONDERA COUNTY 

P O BOX 727      CLERK AND RECORDER 

CONRAD MT 59425     20 4
TH

 AVE SW 

       CONRAD MT 59425-2340 

Referred to in this document as “Financial Institution” 

    Referred to in this document as “Corporation” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

I, KODY L. FARKELL, certify that I am Secretary (clerk) of the above named 

corporation organized under the laws of State of Montana, Federal Employer I.D. 

Number 81-6001408, and that the resolutions on this document are a correct copy of the 

resolutions adopted at a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Corporation duly and 

properly called and held on January 9, 2013 (date).  These resolutions appear in the 

minutes of this meeting and have not been rescinded or modified. 

AGENTS Any agent listed below, subject to any written limitations, is authorized to 

exercise the powers granted as indicated below: 

 

Name and Title or Position  Signature  Facsimile Signature 

         (if used) 

A. Kody L. Farkell   /s/ Kody L. Farkell 

B. Angela D. Brown   /s/ Angela D. Brown 

C. Jaynie Gollehon   /s/ Jaynie Gollehon 

D.  Barbara J. Hoggan   /s/ Barbara J. Hoggan 

E.  

F. 

 

POWERS GRANTED (Attach one or more Agents to each power by placing the letter 

corresponding to their name in the area before each power.  Following each power 

indicate the number of Agent signatures required to exercise the power) 

Indicate number of 

Indicate A, B, C,  Description of Power   signatures required 

   (1) Exercise all of the powers listed     

    In this resolution 

   (2) Open any deposit or share account(s) 

    In the name of the corporation.   

A,B,C,D  (3) Endorse checks and orders for the payment 1 

    Of money or otherwise withdraw or 

    Transfer funds on deposit with this 

    Financial institution. 

   (4)  Borrow money on behalf and in the name   

    Of the Corporation, sign, execute and  

    Deliver promissory notes or other 

    Evidences of indebtedness 

   (5)  Endorse, assign, transfer, mortgage or pledge   

bills receivable, warehouse, receipts, bills  

of lading, stocks, bonds, real estate or other property now 

owned or hereafter owned  

or acquired by the Corporation as security  

for sums borrowed, and to discount the same, 

unconditionally guarantee payment of all  

bills received, negotiated or discounted  

and to waive demand, presentment, protest,  

notice of protest and notice of non-payment. 

A, B,C,D   (6)  Enter into a written lease for the purpose of  1 

renting, maintaining, accessing and  

terminating a Safe Deposit Box in this  

Financial Institution. 

   (7)  Other 
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LIMITATIONS ON POWERS  The following are the Association’s express limitations 

on the powers granted under this resolution. 

 

EFFECT ON PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS  This resolution supersedes resolution dated 

2008/09.  If not completed, all resolutions remain in effect. 

 

CERTIFICATION OF AUTHORITY 

I further certify that the Association has, and at the time of adoption of this resolution 

had, full power and lawful authority to adopt the resolutions on page 2 and to confer the 

powers granted to the persons named who have full power and lawful authority to 

exercise the same.  (Apply seal below where appropriate) 

X  If checked, the Association is a non-profit lodge, association or similar organization 

   /s/  Kody Farkell (Secretary) 

   /s/  Barbara J. Hoggan (Attest by Other Officer) 

   /s/  Jayne Gollehon  (Attest by One other Officer) 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

The Association named on this resolution resolves that, 

(1) The Financial Institution is designated as a depository for the funds of the 

Association and to provide other financial accommodations indicated in this 

resolution. 

(2) This resolution shall continue to have effect until express written notice of its 

rescission or modification has been received and recorded by the Financial 

Institution.  Any and all prior resolutions adopted by the Association and certified 

to the Financial Institution as governing the operation of this association’s 

account(s), are in full force and effect, until the Financial Institution receives and 

acknowledges an express written notice of its revocation, modification or 

replacement.  Any revocation, modification or replacement of a resolution must 

be accompanied by documentation, satisfactory to the Financial Institution, 

establishing the authority for the changes. 

(3) The signature of an Agent on this resolution is conclusive evidence of their 

authority to act on behalf of the Association.  Any Agent, so long as they act in a 

representative capacity as agents of the Association is authorized to make any and 

all other contracts, agreements, stipulations and orders which they may deem 

advisable for the effective exercise of the powers indicated on page one, from 

time to time with the Financial Institution, subject to any restrictions on this 

resolution or otherwise agreed to in writing. 

(4) All transactions, if any, with respect to any deposits, withdrawals, rediscounts and 

borrowings by or on behalf of the Association with the Financial Institution prior 

to the adoption of this resolution are hereby ratified, approved and confirmed. 

(5) The Association agrees to the terms and conditions of any account agreement, 

properly opened by any Agent of the Association.  The Association authorizes the 

Financial Institution, at any time, to charge the Authorization for all checks, 

drafts, or other orders, for the payment of money, that are drawn on the Financial 

Institution, so long as they contain the required number of signatures for this 

purpose. 

(6) The Association acknowledges and agrees that the Financial Institution may 

furnish at its discretion automated access devices to Agents of the association to 

facilitate those powers authorized by this resolution or other resolutions in effect 

at the time of issuance.  The term “automated access device” includes, but is not 

limited to, credit cards, automated teller machines (ATM), and debit cards. 

(7) The Association acknowledges and agrees that the Financial Institution may rely 

on alternative signature and verification codes issued to or obtained from the 

Agent named on this resolution.  The term “alternative signature and verification 

codes” includes, but is not limited to, facsimile signatures on file with the 

Financial Institution, personal identification numbers (PIN) and digital signatures.  

If a facsimile signature specimen has been provided on this resolution, (or that are 

filed separately by the Association with the Financial Institution from time to 

time) the Financial Institution is authorized to treat the facsimile signature as the 

signature of the Agent(s) regardless of by whom or by what means the facsimile 

signature may have been affixed so long as it resembles the facsimile signature 

specimen on file.  The Association authorizes each Agent to have custody of the 

Association’s private key used to create a digital signature and to request issuance 
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of a certificate listing the corresponding public key.  The Financial Institution 

shall have no responsibility or liability for unauthorized use of alternative 

signature and verification codes unless otherwise agreed in writing. 

 

Adopted this 9th day of January, 2013 as moved by Commissioner Hoppes, 

seconded by Commissioner Broesder, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the full board.  

Effective upon passage and approval.  Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port Authority, John Stokes, 

Road Supervisor, and Ralph Bouma. 

 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

__/s/ Joseph Christiaens_________                ____/s/ Sandra J. Broesder_____________ 

Joseph Christiaens, Chairman                         Sandra J. Broesder, Member 

 __/s/ Janice Hoppes_____________  

Janice Hoppes, Member 

 ATTEST:  __/s/ Kody Farkell________________                              

      Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder 

 

RESOLUTION #25 – AUTHORIZING BANK ACCOUNT SIGNATORS – January 2, 

2013 

RESOLUTION #25– 2012/13 

 

RESOLUTION OF LODGE, ASSOCIATION OR OTHER SIMILAR 

ORGANIZATION 
STOCKMAN Bank   By: PONDERA CO CLERK & RECORDER 

P O BOX 727    ACCOUNT 511002673   

CONRAD MT 59425   20 4
TH

 AVE SW 

     CONRAD MT 59425-2340 

Referred to in this document as “Financial Institution” 

    Referred to in this document as “Association” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

I, KODY L. FARKELL, certify that I am Secretary (clerk) of the above named 

Association organized under the laws of State of Montana, Federal Employer I.D. 

Number 81-6001408, engaged in business under the trade name of PONDERA 

COUNTY, and that the resolutions on this document are a correct copy of the resolutions 

adopted at a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Association duly and properly 

called and held on January 9, 2013 (date).   

AGENTS Any agent listed below, subject to any written limitations, is authorized to 

exercise the powers granted as indicated below: 

 

Name and Title or Position  Signature  Facsimile Signature 

         (if used) 

A. Kody L. Farkell – Clerk  __/s/ Kody L. Farkell______________ 

B. Joseph E Christiaens-Commissioner _/s/ Joseph E. Christiaens_________ 

C.  Janice Hoppes-Commissioner _/s/ Janice Hoppes________________ 

D.  Sandra J. Broesder-Commissioner   _/s/ Sandra J. Broesder____________ 

E.  

F. 

 

POWERS GRANTED (Attach one or more Agents to each power by placing the letter 

corresponding to their name in the area before each power.  Following each power 

indicate the number of Agent signatures required to exercise the power) 

Indicate number of 

Indicate A, B, C,  Description of Power   signatures required 
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D, E and/or F 

__________  (1) Exercise all of the powers listed    _____ 

    In this resolution 

A-B-C-D  (2) Open any deposit or share account(s) 

    In the name of the Association.  ONE 

A-B-C-D  (3) Endorse checks and orders for the payment ONE 

    Of money or otherwise withdraw or 

    Transfer funds on deposit with this 

    Financial institution. 

__________   (4)  Borrow money on behalf and in the name ____  

    Of the Association, sign, execute and  

    Deliver promissory notes or other 

    Evidences of indebtedness 

__________  (5)  Endorse, assign, transfer, mortgage or pledge  _____ 

bills receivable, warehouse, receipts, bills  

of lading, stocks, bonds, real estate or other property now 

owned or hereafter owned  

or acquired by the Association as security  

for sums borrowed, and to discount the same, 

unconditionally guarantee payment of all  

bills received, negotiated or discounted  

and to waive demand, presentment, protest,  

notice of protest and notice of non-payment. 

__________  (6)  Enter into a written lease for the purpose of  _____ 

renting, maintaining, accessing and  

terminating a Safe Deposit Box in this  

Financial Institution. 

__________  (7)  Other _______________________________ ______ 

    _________________________________. 

 

LIMITATIONS ON POWERS  The following are the Association’s express limitations 

on the powers granted under this resolution. 

 

EFFECT ON PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS  This resolution supersedes resolution dated      

2008/09______.  If not completed, all resolutions remain in effect. 

 

CERTIFICATION OF AUTHORITY 

I further certify that the Board of Directors of the Association has, and at the time of 

adoption of this resolution had, full power and lawful authority to adopt the resolutions 

on page 2 and to confer the powers granted to the person named who have full power and 

lawful authority to exercise the same.  (Apply seal below where appropriate) 

   x   If checked, the Association is a non-profit Association 

In Witness Whereof, I have subscribed my name to this document and 

affixed the seal of the Association on January 9, 2013 (date). 

   /s/  Joseph E. Christiaens /s/ Kody L. Farkell 

   /s/ Sandra J. Broesder         (Secretary) 

   (Attest by One other Officer) 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

The Association named on this resolution resolves that, 

(1) The Financial Institution is designated as a depository for the funds of the 

Association and to provide other financial accommodations indicated in this 

resolution. 

(2) This resolution shall continue to have effect until express written notice of its 

rescission or modification has been received and recorded by the Financial 

Institution.  Any and all prior resolutions adopted by the Board of Directors of the 

Association and certified to the Financial Institution as governing the operation of 

this Association’s account(s), are in full force and effect, until the Financial 

Institution receives and acknowledges an express written notice of its revocation, 

modification or replacement.  Any revocation, modification or replacement of a 

resolution must be accompanied by documentation, satisfactory to the Financial 

Institution, establishing the authority for the changes. 
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(3) The signature of an Agent on this resolution is conclusive evidence of their 

authority to act on behalf of the Association.  Any Agent, so long as they act in a 

representative capacity as agents of the Association is authorized to make any and 

all other contracts, agreements, stipulations and orders which they may deem 

advisable for the effective exercise of the powers indicated on page one, from 

time to time with the Financial Institution, subject to any restrictions on this 

resolution or otherwise agreed to in writing. 

(4) All transactions, if any, with respect to any deposits, withdrawals, rediscounts and 

borrowings by or on behalf of the Association with the Financial Institution prior 

to the adoption of this resolution are hereby ratified, approved and confirmed. 

(5) The Association agrees to the terms and conditions of any account agreement, 

properly opened by any Agent of the Association.  The Association authorizes the 

Financial Institution, at any time, to charge the Association for all checks, drafts, 

or other orders, for the payment of money, that are drawn on the Financial 

Institution, so long as they contain the required number of signatures for this 

purpose. 

(6) The Association acknowledges and agrees that the Financial Institution may 

furnish at its discretion automated access devices to Agents of the Association to 

facilitate those powers authorized by this resolution or other resolutions in effect 

at the time of issuance.  The term “automated access device” includes, but is not 

limited to, credit cards, automated teller machines (ATM), and debit cards. 

(7) The Association acknowledges and agrees that the Financial Institution may rely 

on alternative signature and verification codes issued to or obtained from the 

Agent named on this resolution.  The term “alternative signature and verification 

codes” includes, but is not limited to, facsimile signatures on file with the 

Financial Institution, personal identification numbers (PIN) and digital signatures.  

If a facsimile signature specimen has been provided on this resolution, (or that are 

filed separately by the Association with the Financial Institution from time to 

time) the Financial Institution is authorized to treat the facsimile signature as the 

signature of the Agent(s) regardless of by whom or by what means the facsimile 

signature may have been affixed so long as it resembles the facsimile signature 

specimen on file.  The Association authorizes each Agent to have custody of the 

Association’s private key used to create a digital signature and to request issuance 

of a certificate listing the corresponding public key.  The Financial Institution 

shall have no responsibility or liability for unauthorized use of alternative 

signature and verification codes unless otherwise agreed in writing. 

 

Adopted this 9th day of January 2013 as moved by Commissioner Broesder, 

seconded by Commissioner Hoppes, and passed on a unanimous vote of the full board.  

Effective upon passage and approval.  Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port Authority, John Stokes, 

Road Supervisor, and Ralph Bouma. 

 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

_/s/ Joseph Christiaens_________                ____/s/ Sandra J. Broesder_____________ 

Joseph Christiaens, Chairman                         Sandra J. Broesder, Member 

  _/s/ Janice Hoppes_____________  

Janice Hoppes, Member 

 ATTEST:  __/s/ Kody Farkell________________                              

      Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder 

 

DECEMBER  MINUTES APPROVED -  January 9, 2013 

 Commissioner Broesder moved to approve the December 2012, Minutes 

of the Commission. Commissioner Christiaens seconded; motion carried.  Also attending:  

Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port  

Authority, John Stokes, Road Supervisor, and Ralph Bouma. 
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ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT APPROVED- January 9, 2013 

  Commissioner Broesder moved to approve the Encroachment Agreement 

requested by Mark DeBoo to encroach upon the county right-of-way to install a water 

line to new irrigation pump on the SE ¼ of SE ¼, Sec 31, T30N, R5W.    

Commissioner Hoppes seconded; motion carried.  Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor 

of The Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port Authority, John 

Stokes, Road Supervisor, and Ralph Bouma. 

 

AUTHORIZATION FOR PHONEFACTOR AGREEMENT: E-BIZ TRANSACTIONS 

– January 9, 2013 

  Commissioner Hoppes moved and Commissioner Broesder seconded to 

authorize Commisisoner Broesder, Kody Farkell, and Jaynie Gollehon as Authorized 

Representatives for E-Biz Transactions.  Motion carried.  Also attending:  Also attending:  

Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port 

Authority, John Stokes, Road Supervisor, and Ralph Bouma. 

 

AUTHORIZATION FOR SAFE DEPOSIT BOX  LEASE – January 9, 2013 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved and Commissioner Broesder seconded to authorize 

Kody Farkell, Barbara J. Hoggan, Angela D. Brown, and Jaynie Gollehon as Safe 

Deposit Box Renters.  Motion carried.  Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port Authority, John Stokes, 

Road Supervisor, and Ralph Bouma.  

 

MEETING WITH RALPH BOUMA REGARDING REQUEST FOR SPECIAL 

PROSECUTOR – January 9, 2013 

 Mr. Ralph Bouma presented an Application For Special Prosecutor in regards to 

the death of Robert Paul Kropp.  Materials left with Commissioners by Mr. Bouma were 

forwarded to County Attorney for review and recommendation.  Also attending:  Buck 

Traxler, Editor of The Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port 

Authority, and John Stokes, Road Supervisor. 

 

REPORT BY PONDERA REGIONAL PORT AUTHORITY – January 9, 2013 

 Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port Authority, reported she had attended a 

Roundtable meeting last month with local business people to discuss what can be done to 

boost the local economy. 

 A Safe Routes To School grant for $2,000 has been submitted.  Grant request was 

for assistance in adding sidewalks in high-traffic areas around schools, marking 

crosswalks, and modifying school bus drop-off places.   

 Port Authority has qualified for a 2
nd

 tier Neighborhood Stabilization Program 

Grant and is looking for projects.   

Curry reminded Commissioners to let her know if any projects come up that the Port 

Authority could be involved with.  Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent Observer John Stokes, Road Supervisor, and Ralph Bouma. 

 

REPORT FROM NORTHERN MONTANA JOINT REFUSE DISPOSAL DISTRICT 

(NMJRDD) – January 9, 2013 

 Commissioner Broesder reported that additional acres to the south of the landfill 

are being looked at for expansion.  

 NMJRDD has accumulated a good cash reserve and is looking to set-up revolving 

loans for economic development.  The money would have to go through the Port 

Authority or a government agency.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port Authority, John Stokes, 

Road Supervisor, and Ralph Bouma. 

   

RESCIND REQUEST FOR TAX ABATEMENT INCENTIVE REQUESTED BY 

UNITED GRAIN & SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING – January 9, 2013 

The commissioners received a phone call from Montana Department of Revenue 

(DOR) regarding a request from United Grain for a tax relief incentive for a new or 

improved business on the property and facility recently constructed off the Pendroy 

Road.   This abatement was denied at the December 2012 meeting.  DOR reviewed the 

requirement under Montana law which includes a public hearing stated a public hearing.  

Commissioner Hoppes moved to rescind action taken on the tax abatement for United 
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Grain approved at the December 2012 meeting and to (tentatively) schedule a public 

hearing, with DOR in attendance, for January 30, 2013 at 1:30 pm, at the Pondera Center.  

Commissioner Broesder seconded.  Motion carried.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, Editor 

of The Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port Authority, John 

Stokes, Road Supervisor, and Ralph Bouma. 

 

(After contacting the Department of Revenue, the hearing was scheduled for February 6, 

2013 at 1:30 p.m. at the Pondera Center) 

 

APPROVE PONDERA COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT 

OPERATOR/LABORER JOB DESCRIPTION – January 9, 2013 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve the Pondera County Road Department 

Equipment Operator/Laborer Job Description presented by John Stokes, Road 

Supervisor.  Commissioner Broesder seconded.  Motion carried.  Also attending: Buck 

Traxler, Editor of The Independent Observer Cheryl Curry, Pondera Regional Port 

Authority, John Stokes, Road Supervisor, and Ralph Bouma. 

 

APPROVE LEASE WITH PONDERA SHOOTING SPORTS – January 9, 2013 

 Commissioner Broesder moved to approve airport lease with Pondera Shooting 

Sports in which the Pondera Shooting Sports will lease 1.34 acres at the rate of $50 per 

acre for 10 years.  Commissioner Hoppes seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

MEETING WITH RALPH BOUMA REGARDING REQUEST FOR SPECIAL 

PROSECUTOR – January 16, 2013 

 Mr. Ralph Bouma presented the Commissioners with additional documents to 

review in regards to the Application For Special Prosecutor he presented at the January 9, 

2013 meeting.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent Observer, PMC 

Hospital Board Members Brent Gaylord, Jaynie Gollehon, Karla Styren, & Ted 

Kronebusch, and John Stokes, Road Supervisor.  Commissioner Broesder was absent on 

County Business. 

 

PRESENTATION OF AWARD FOR SERVICE TO PMC HOSPITAL BOARD – 

January 16, 2013 

 PMC Hospital Board members Brent Gaylord, Jaynie Gollehon, Karla Styren, & 

Ted Kronebusch presented an award to Commissioner Christiaens for his years of 

dedicated service to the Hospital Board from 2003-2012.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, 

Editor of The Independent Observer and John Stokes, Road Supervisor.  Commissioner 

Broesder was absent on County Business. 

 

DRAFT  JOB DESCRIPTION FOR AIRPORT MANAGER – January 16, 2013 

 Commissioner Christiaens wrote up a draft job description for Conrad Airport 

Manager.  A meeting will be scheduled with the County Weed Department and County 

Road Department to address any changes.  Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent Observer and John Stokes, Road Supervisor.  Commissioner Broesder was 

absent on County Business. 

 

AUTHORIZATION OF COMMISSIONER TO SERVE ON CITY OF CONRAD 

PEDESTRIAN AND DECORATIVE LIGHTING COMMITTEE – January 16, 2013 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to appoint Commissioner Broesder to serve on the 

City of Conrad Pedestrian and Decorative Lighting Committee.  Commissioner 

Christiaens seconded.  Motion carried.  Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent Observer and John Stokes, Road Supervisor.  Commissioner Broesder was 

absent on County Business. 

 

APPROVE REQUEST BY CONRAD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO BUILD 

ADDITION ONTO PONDERA COUNTY SEACH & RESCUE BUILDING – January 

16, 2013 

 Eddy Erickson confirmed (by phone) that Conrad Chamber of Commerce had 

Pondera County Search & Rescue’s permission to add on to the Search and Rescue 

building to have a place to store Christmas decorations.   

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to approve a request by Conrad Chamber of 

Commerce to add on to the Pondera County Search & Rescue’s building situated on 

property owned by the county at no cost to the county.  Commissioner Christiaens 
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seconded.  Motion carried.  Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent 

Observer and John Stokes, Road Supervisor.  Commissioner Broesder was absent on 

County Business. 

 

APPOINTMENTS TO COUNTY BOARDS – January 16, 2013 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to appoint Paul Kronebusch to the County Planning 

Board and Robert Skorupa and Tom Hoover to the County Airport Board.  Commissioner 

Christiaens seconded.  Motion carried.  Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent Observer and John Stokes, Road Supervisor.  Commissioner Broesder was 

absent on County Business. 

 

AUTHORIZATION FOR PHONEFACTOR AGREEMENT: E-BIZ TRANSACTIONS 

– January 16, 2013 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved and Commissioner Christiaens seconded to amend 

previous agreement (January 9, 2013) by removing Commissioner Broesder and adding 

County Treasurer Jeanne Moon to the Stockman Bank E-Biz Account.  Motion carried.  

Also attending:  Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent Observer and John Stokes, 

Road Supervisor.  Commissioner Broesder was absent on County Business. 

 

MEETING WITH RALPH BOUMA REGARDING REQUEST FOR SPECIAL 

PROSECUTOR – January 23, 2013 

 Mr. Ralph Bouma presented the Commissioners with additional documents to 

review in regards to the Application For Special Prosecutor he presented at the January 9, 

2013 & January 16, 2013 meetings.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent Observer and Laura Swanson, Juvenile Probation.  Commissioner Broesder 

was absent. 

 

MONTANA BOARD OF CRIME CONTROL JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT – 

January 23, 2013 

 Laura Swanson, Juvenile Probation, asked the Commissioners to sponsor a Justice 

Assistance Grant (JAG) application from the Montana Board of Crime Control (MBCC).  

The grant, if awarded, would provide $20,000 for the youth enhancement and character 

building classes (currently called the Wrap-Around Program) in an effort to keep troubled 

youth in the home.   

 Commissioner Hoppes moved for Pondera County to act as the pass-thru agency 

for Juvenile Probation’s application for a $20,000 JAG Grant from MBCC.  

Commissioner Christiaens seconded.  Motion carried.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, 

Editor of The Independent Observer.  Commissioner Broesder was absent. 

 

APPOINT ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR – January 23, 2013 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to appoint Kody Farkell, Clerk and Recorder, as 

County Election Administrator with an annual compensation of $2,000.  Commissioner 

Christiaens seconded.  Motion carried.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent Observer.  Commissioner Broesder was absent. 

  

APPOINTMENTS TO COUNTY BOARDS – January 23, 2013 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to appoint Brent Gaylord to the County Tax 

Appeal Board and Kory Thomas to the County Weed Board.  Commissioner Christiaens 

seconded.  Motion carried.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent 

Observer.  Commissioner Broesder was absent. 

 

SUBDIVISION/SURVEY LAW TRAINING – January 23, 2013 

 Commissioner Hoppes moved to authorize scheduling and paying Dan Stahly, 

County Planner, to conduct a workshop on the Subdivision & Survey Law for the Clerk 

and Recorder’s office as well as anyone else interested in the workshop.  Commisisioner 

Christiaens seconded.  Motion carried.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent Observer.  Commissioner Broesder was absent. 

 (After the meeting Dan Stahly contacted the Kody Farkell to state his fee will be 

approximately $400 for travel and time.  The workshop has been scheduled for Thursday 

March 21, 2013.) 

 

ENGINEERING CONSULTANT NAMED FOR AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT      

PROJECT – January 30, 2013                                                                                                        
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The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has requested the Commission name an 

engineering consultant for the Conrad Airport periodic paving upgrade project scheduled 

for 2013.  The costs for this project are paid by the FAA via aviation fuel taxes.  The 

Commissioners solicited proposals for the consultant services and only one firm 

responded.                                                                                                                        

Commissioner Hoppes moved to designate Robert Peccia and Associates as the 

engineering consultant for the upgrade project for calendar year 2013.  Commissioner 

Christiaens seconded; motion carried.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent-Observer, Laura Swanson, Juvenile Probation, and Jeanne Moon, Pondera 

County Treasurer. 

RE-SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING FOR UNITED GRAIN REQUEST FOR TAX 

ABATEMENT INCENTIVE – January 30, 2013                                                                                 

Due to scheduling conflict with United Grain, Commissioner Hoppes moved and 

Commissioner Christiaens seconded to re-schedule the public hearing for United Grain’s 

request for tax abatement for March 1, 2013 at 1:30 pm at the Pondera Center.  Motion 

carried.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent-Observer, and Laura 

Swanson, Juvenile Probation, Jeanne Moon, Pondera County Treasurer. 

RESOLUTION #26  –SETTING COSTS IN TAX LIEN SALES, ASSIGNMENTS, 

REDEMPTIONS AND TAX DEED SALES, AND OWNERSHIP AND INTEREST 

SEARCH BIDS– ADOPTED – January 30, 2013 

 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

RESOLUTION NO.  26  -  2012/2013 

 
RESOLUTION SETTING COSTS IN TAX LIEN SALES, ASSIGNMENTS, 

REDEMPTIONS AND TAX DEED SALES, 

AND OWNERSHIP AND INTEREST SEARCH BIDS 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 15-17-121(2)(a), MCA, defines “Costs” incurred by the 

county as a result of a taxpayer’s failure to pay taxes when due, including but not limited 

to any actual out-of-pocket expenses incurred by the county plus the administrative costs; 

and the county costs collected may be deposited in the county General Fund, pursuant to 

Section 15-17-322, MCA; and   

WHEREAS, Section 15-17-212, MCA, directs the county treasurer, upon receipt 

of all delinquent taxes, penalties, interest and costs, to prepare a TAX SALE 

CERTIFICATE and the costs to a purchaser other than the County, shall be set as 

follows: 

preparation of list of delinquent taxes  

preparation of notice of pending tax sale  

conducting the tax sale  

preparation of the tax sale certificate 

     Total, per parcel $25.00 

 

WHEREAS, Section 15-17-323, MCA, directs the county treasurer, upon receipt 

of all delinquent taxes, penalties, interest and costs, to prepare an ASSIGNMENT 

certificate of the county’s interest in property in which the county is listed as the 

purchaser and the costs to an assignee, shall be set as follows: 

preparation of Assignment Certificate 

recording fees 

distribution of payment 

      Total, per parcel $50.00 

WHEREAS, Section 15-18-113 and Section 15-18-114, MCA, directs the county 

treasurer, upon receipt of all delinquent taxes, penalties, interest and costs, to process the 

REDEMPTION of the County’s or assignee’s interest in the property redeemed and the 

refund to the assignee, shall be set as follows: 

processing redemption 

distribution of payment 

processing refund to assignee 

certified mail and/or publication costs 

      Total, per parcel $25.00 
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WHEREAS, Section 15-18-211, MCA, directs the county treasurer, upon receipt 

of all delinquent taxes, penalties, interest and costs, to grant the purchaser a TAX DEED 

for the property, and the costs shall be set as follows: 

 preparation and postage for courtesy letters 

 identification and notification of interested persons 

 certified mail and/or publication costs 

 title search costs 

 publication of legal notices  

 recording fees 

 preparation of deed    

         Total, per parcel          $300.00 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 15-18-212, MCA, directs notification to all persons 

considered interested parties in the property and the current occupant of the property, if 

any, that a tax deed may be issued to the county unless the property tax lien is redeemed 

prior to the expiration date of the redemption period, the County intends to contract for 

the services of a licensed title company to perform ownership and interest searches on all 

properties selected by the Board of County Commissioners.  Inasmuch as there is only 

one licensed title company with its office in Pondera County, the Commissioners will 

contract with said First American Title Company for its services in determining interested 

parties and issuance of a Litigation Guarantee on each parcel.  A request for cost for these 

services will be obtained from the First American Title Company.   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Pondera County Board of 

Commissioners that the fees for the actual and administrative costs, assessed to a 

purchaser other than the County, are set as follows: 

 TAX SALE CERTIFICATE, PER PARCEL  $  25.00 

 ASSIGNMENT, PER PARCEL   $  50.00 

 REDEMPTION, PER PARCEL   $  25.00 

 TAX DEED SALE, PER PARCEL   $300.00 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Pondera County Board of Commissioners 

that the Board of County Commissioners will contract with First American Title 

Company for its services in determining interested parties and issuance of a Litigation 

Guarantee on each parcel.  A request for cost for these services will be obtained from the 

First American Title Company.   

 

Adopted this 30th day of January, 2013 as moved by Commissioner Hoppes, 

seconded by Commissioner Broesder, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the full board. 

Effective on passage and approval.  Also attending Buck Traxler, Editor of The 

Independent-Observer, Jeanne Moon, Pondera County Treasurer.   

 

PONDERA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

 

____/s/ Joseph Christiaens_______   ______/s/ Sandra Broesder__ 

Joseph Christiaens, Chairman    Sandra J. Broesder, Member 

 

Attest:_____/s/  Kody Farkell____   ______/s/ Janice Hoppes____ 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder   Janice Hoppes, Member 

 

 

JOINT POWERS INSURANCE AUTHORITY (JPIA) MEETING – January 30, 2013 

 Commissioners Christiaens and Hoppes, along with County Road Supervisor John 

Stokes and Undersherriff Jeff Pruttis, attended a training presented by Joint Powers 

Insurance Authority (JPIA) in Great Falls on January 29.  The training focused on three 

areas: Discrimination Training for Managers, Supervisor Training, and dealing with 

employee issues.  Pomdera County receives a credit toward the Worker’s Compensation 

premium if the meeting is attended each year.  Also attending: Buck Traxler, Editor of 

The Independent-Observer. 
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REPORT ON MONTANA WEED CONTROL ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE - 

December 30, 2013 

 Commissioner Broesder reported that Pam Converse, Weed Department 

Coordinator,was elected 2
nd

 Vice-President on the Montana Weed Control Association 

for a four year term. Also attending: Buck Traxler, Editor of The Independent-

Observer. 

 

CLAIMS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT - January 31, 2013 
  FUND   AMOUNT 

GENERAL $ 45,421.06 

ROAD 

 

14,997.43 

BRIDGE 

 

1,343.22 

WEED 

 

1,165.30 

COUNTY FAIR 

 

500.00 

AIRPORT 

 

208.23 

COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE 

 

-0.05 

AMBULANCE 

 

200.84 

COUNTY HOSPITAL & NURSING HOME 

 

24,569.49 

EXTENSION SERVICE 

 

9,468.57 

PUBLIC SAFETY (LAW ENFORCEMENT) 

 

8,282.47 

HEALTH INSURANCE - EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTION 

 

435.44 

BRADY LIGHTS MAINTENANCE 

 

321.48 

DUI PREVENTION 

 

1,245.00 

GAS APPORTIONMENT TAX 

 

22,905.81 

911 EMERGENCY 

 

19,210.42 

NORTHERN TRANSIT INTERLOCAL 

 

2,500.00 

BUCKLE UP MT 

 

2,096.77 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GRANTS 

 

615.30 

HEALTHY CHILD (LEAD POISONING) GRANT 

 

69.19 

BREAST & CERVICAL SCREENING 

 

25.00 

WIC GRANT 

 

136.59 

MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH 

 

54.95 

IMMUNIZATION ACTION GRANT 

 

17.58 

TOBACCO USE PREVENTION GRANT 

 

381.69 

NAPA GRANT 

 

80.13 

DEBT SERVICES HOSPITAL 95 

 

7,873.75 

REFUND FUND   17,563.78 

TOTAL CLAIMS $ 181,689.44 

TOTAL PAYROLL   210,434.82 

TOTAL CLAIMS AND PAYROLL FUNDS $ 392,124.26 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. on January 31, 2013. Pondera County, Montana 

 

_________ ___________________    

Joseph Christiaens, Chairman     

 

ATTEST: 

____________________________   

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder    


